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STOP PRESS 


RACE TRACK NEWS FROM AIRFIX-MRRC 


THE LATEST TRIUMPH FROM 
THE FANTASTIC MR 205 MONTE CARLO SET 

















8001 BRM FORMULA 1 






Hand controllers, crash 
barriers, enough track for an 
18ft 11ins. layout Here 
is a new and thrilling 












outfit—a master- 
piece of modelling 












Including a 3 dimensional breath-taking hill 
climb, just like the real thing. 


Tortuous, climbing hair-pin bends, fast descent, scenic mountain supports 
—you have all the thrills of Monte Carlo here as you send your green and 
red mini Coopers speeding on their way. 


complete with 2 mini coopers £10. 79. 11 






1/32nd scale authentic car kits with 








new slimline motor, all metal chassis, 
full Ackermann steering. 
Price 45/-d. each. 










ALSO AVAILABLE 
WITH BALL BEARING 
MOTOR READY TO RACE 
Complete made up cars of 
the BRM, FERRARI 250M, 
in 1/32nd scale. Price 53/3 

each. 













8004 ASTON MARTIN DBS 
















NEW ADDITIONS TO THE STANDARD 
“READY TO RACE’ RANGE WITH NEW HIGH ‘REV’ MOTOR 


JUST SOME OF THE 
TRACKSIDE ACCESSORIES 
Clip it together 


@ ine AIRFIX 


/MRRC Variable 
Speed Controller. 
Ideal for competi- 
tion racing. 15 or 
30 ohms. 10/3d. 
each. 









HUMP BACK 
BRIDGE 10/6 











Build it yourself 
PIT STOP 2/3 






AIRFIX MAGAZINE 
concerned solely with 
plastic modeling. 
News photographs, 
articles. Two shillings 
monthly. 
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STARTER it 
UNIT 9/3, 





723 MERCEDES BENZ 154 727 INDI-NOVI-FERGUSON 


Ry 


az scale READY TO RACE 
WITH STANDARD 3 POLE MOTOR 40/6d. 
725 MERCEDES BENZ 154726 INDI-NOVI-FERGUSON 
SEE THIS FABULOUS RANGE AT YOUR 


LOCAL MODEL SHOP 


THE COMPLETE RANGE OF MOTOR RAGING ACCESSORIES 
AIRFIX PRODUCTS LTD - HALDANE PLACE- GARRATT LANE - SW18 


LAP RECORDER 10/9 











Battlefields 





Bellona 





THIS PICTURE SHOWS BELLONA BATTLEFIELDS Nos. 


























6 to 10 (from left to right) 


BB6 German self-propelled artillery position + fox hole + slit trench. 

BB7 Slit trench + anti-tank emplacement + shell crater + fox hole + sandbagged fox hole + small 
emplacement + stack of ammo and stores. 

BB8 Large circular sandbagged emplacement (inside dia. 75 mm.) + fallen tree + small emplacement. 

BB9 Two Japanese bunkers (different designs) + craters + pile of timber. 


BB10 Two cottages reduced to ruins. 


Price 3/1 each, post and packing one set 9d., additional sets p. and p. 2d. each. 


Postage Overseas Commonwealth 
BB sets 2/-(10d.) 1/-(3d.) 
D1 - D4 (each) . 4/6 1/6 


Prices in US Dollars. Including postage. 
D1 - D2 : $2.10 additional sets $1.65 
1 BB set $0.75 additional sets $0.58 
1 RV3 se $0.85 additional sets $0.68 
D4 - D5 Pires. Fi 
NOTE D1 if ordered with D2 cost $4.20. 








SEE PREVIOUS ADVERTISEMENT FOR DETAILS OF OTHER MODELS IN THIS RANGE. 


From your stockist 
or by post from: 


MERBERLEN LTD. 






PUBLICATIONS 


BELLONA TANK PRINTS 


Series 1 Tank Mk. | (U.K.), Whippet (U.K.), Jgd. Pz Elefant 
(GE), PzKpfw IB with PzJager | (GE). 
Series 2 Medium Type 97 (JA), SU.100 (SU), Sd Kfz 251/1 


Hanomag Haif Track (GE), Tiger I!—Porsche Turret 


(GE). 

Matilda (U.K.), Tankette Type 97 (JA), M.18 Hellcat 
(US), M7B1 Priest (US). 

StuPz IV Brummbar (GE), JgdPz 38(t) Hetzer (GE), 
134/85 (SU), KVI_and II (SU). 

M.24 Chaffee (US), M.4 105 mm How, HVSS (US), 
Volkswagen Personenwagen, Pioniergeratewagen, and 
Schwimm Fahiger (GE), 105 cm PzFH 18 Wespe (GE). 
Series 5 Reprinting. 


Series 3 
Series 4 


Series 5 


DEPT. A, HAWTHORN HILL, BRACKNELL, BERKS 


Series 14 Tank Mk. IV (UK), Canadian Medium ‘'Ram'’ Mk. II 
CA), 15 cm s.FH auf GW.III/IV ‘'Hummel"’ (GE), 

VK 3001 (P)-Porsche type 100 ‘'Leopard’’ (GE) 

4/- each post free. Airmail postage 1/6. 
Gold blocked binder for Tank prints 9/— inc. post 


SUBSCRIPTION SCHEME 

Six series 

Six series 

Six series to USA or Canada 
STATE with which series to begin. 


ARMOURED VEHICLES. A handy reference book covering the 
development of the Tank from ‘“‘little Willie’ 1915 to the latest 
design in service, over 500 illustrations scale 1/16 in. to the foot. 
Size 11 in. x 5 in. Price 7/6 postage 6d. 


SUMMARY OF THE SELF-PROPELLED WEAPONS OF THE GERMAN 
ARMY 1939-46. Part 1— Weapons on German-built Fully-tracked 
Chassis. Size 11 in. x 5 in. Price of Part 1—8/-, p/p 6d. 


24/— Inland or sea mail 
33/— Air Mail 
$5.00 incl. Air Mail 





Series 6 PzKpfw IV J (GE), StuG IIID (GE), Cromwell IV (UK), | MILITARY FIELD WORKS OF THE 18th AND 19th CENTURY. By 
Jeep with trailer and Seep (US). William Holmes, F.R.S.A. Size 10 x 5. Price 5/-, p/p 6d. 
Series 7 PzKpfw Ill F (GE), M.41 Gorrilla (US), SU 85 (SU), 
Sherman VC Firefly’ (US). MILITARY ENTHUSIASTS NOTEPAPER with sketch at top showing 
Series 8 Jagd Panther Sd Kfz 173s (GE), Super heavy tank T28 Tank artillery and troops printed in sepia on good quality white 
(US), double page. Comet (UK). bond 8 in. x 6} in. 4 doz. sheets 5/6, p/p 9d. USA $1.00. MAIL 
Series 9 8.8 cm Flak 18 and Sd ZgKw 8t. (GE), 3 in. Gun Motor ORDER ONLY. 
o Gaitiage M10 (US), Assault Tani 114 (US); 
Series 1 arro. Armato Tipo 5 iz 139 ‘‘Marder oe 
1,om GW. “Lorraine.” Avy Sturmpanzenwagen. BELLONA COLOUR PRINTS 
SERIES 11 onwards with Colour Cover Picture. i i i 
Series 11 Pzkw IVD (GE), ACV HP and CP (A.E.C.)  §0lour feproduction suitable for framing, 8} x 11, by George 
7 6 x 6 MK. 4 (uing. Medium) Tank 16 (US), Light ; 
Tank M22 (T9E1) ‘‘Locust’’ : 
Series 12 Sdktz 252 (FU). 8 RAD (GE)*, Light Tank MSAt Re ETRE NOS Wetina nefits 
pS iL pare see ce eee Set of four 10/-, p/p 9d. Sent in Postal Tubes. 
Opel Vehicles with the 3-ton Lorry Chassis, Semitrack “Tiger 1” Aust.E. katt 
‘Mutter Saktzs, Ktz 805, and Standard 4 x 2 Truck ec a HP ry Ste Pr 
Series 13 Pz.Kpfw ‘'Tiger'’ Ausf.€ (GE) (Double page), Medium Price per set 13/6 plus p/p 9d. 
Tank M4A3 E2 (75 mm, Wet) Assault ‘‘Jumbo’’ (US), 7: ee 
A 30, ‘‘Challenger’’ Mk. 1 (UK). Send for full list of Publications 3d. 
Orders to: BELLONA PUBLICATIONS  pept. A, HAWTHORN HILL, BRACKNELL, BERKS 
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. Rotor brake control 
. Engine oil pressure 

. Engine oil temperature 
. Warning system panel 
. Sonar cable length indicator 


. Attitude ind. & flight director 


Airspeed indicator 


. Compressor tachometer 
. Power turb. & rotor tachometer 
. Stand-by attitude indicator 


. Navigation display 
. Hover indicator 


. Primary hydraulic pressure 
. Secondary hydraulic pressure 


. Jet pipe temperature 
16. Torque meter 
17. Altimeter 
18. Vertical speed indicator 
19. Air pressure 
20. Fuel contents 





‘This is the instrument panel in the cockpit of the Wessex. 


Take a look 
at the Wessex 


—double-role helicopter of the Royal Air Force 


QS The Wessex is the first twin- 
engined, single-rotor helicopter 
It has a long range 


(345 miles at 115 m.p.h.) but is equally useful on 
short distance ‘shuttles’ such as carrying troops, 








in service with the R.A.F. 





supplies or on aero- 
medical duty. And, 
if one of the two 
Gnome _ shaft-tur- 
bine engines is out 
of action, it can still 
fly comfortably with 
one engine. The 
Wessex is quite a 
helicopter and it 
needs quite a team 
to keep it flying. 
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‘There are even more advanced types 
of helicopter planned for the Royal 
Air Force. 

This could be your future. If you are 
interested in aeroplanes, flying and an 
adventurous life you ought to consider 
a career in the Royal Air Force. There 
are many different ways of entering 
the R.A.F.—aircrew, ground officers, 
apprentices or ground trades. Find out 
which one is for you. Post the coupon 
and we will send you a free illustrated 
leaflet. 





= er oe —= 
To Group Captain 

M. A. D’Arcy, R.A.F., 
Adastral Hi Hous (9363 X1), | 
London, WC1. 

Please send me 

your free leaflet 





=] 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


DATE OF BIRTH 
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j the Royal Air Force ! 
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live actioncolours 
for aeromodellers! 








AUTHENTIC CAMOUFLAGE 
COLOUR KITS 


A MODELLERS 
DREAM COME TRUE.. 
Every modeller wants that 
added touch of realism, so 
Humbrol have produced 

authentic Camouflage Kits. 


KITS 
(each containing six tinlets) 






as follows : THIS PAINT 
1.R.A.F. (European) DRIES IN 
2. LUFTWAFFE 3 MINUTES 
3. U.S.A.F. FLAT 
4. FLEET AIR ARM Humbrol technologists are proud 
to introduce this authentic model- 
5. R.A.F. (Overseas) lers dream paint, a new highly 
6. FRENCH AIR FORCE developed matt finish which dries 
in 3 minutes without brush mark: 
T.ITALIAN AIR FORCE fingminuteswihoutbrushmans 
8. JAPANESE AIR FORCE power. All this is achieved by a 
1 thin film which does not obliter- 
n Since ves ate minute detail, These authentic 
i camouflage colours are the result 
11. MILITARY UNIFORMS otiavenihs ofiresesreifancidavels 
opment to establish shades iden- | 
12. AIRCRAFT (W. War 1) tical to the originals used, 
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RUN HE FORD 


HARLEYFORD PUBLICATIONS LIMITED 
LETCHWORTH HERTFORDSHIRE ENGLAND 








The best books on aviation at the best value-for- 
money prices. But even we cannot absorb all the 
increases in production costs we've experi- 
enced in the past three years. From January 1st, 
1968 the Harleyford list is as follows: 


“AIRCRAFT CAMOUFLAGE & MARKINGS, 
1907-1954 70/ 


AIR ACES OF THE 1914-1918 WAR 60/ 

VON RICHTHOFEN AND THE ‘FLYING 

CIRCUS’ = 

FIGHTER AIRCRAFT OF THE 1914-1918 

WAR 60/- 
tRECONNAISSANCE & BOMBER AIR- 

CRAFT OF THE 1914-1918 WAR 70/ 


FOKKER- THE MAN AND THE AIRCRAFT 60/ 
SPITFIRE-THE STORY OF A FAMOUS 


FIGHTER 60/- 
LANCASTER-THE STORY OF A 

FAMOUS BOMBER 60/- 
THE MESSERSCHMITT 109- A FAMOUS 
GERMAN FIGHTER 60/ 
THE FOCKE-WULF 190- A FAMOUS 

GERMAN FIGHTER 60/- 
FUNITED STATES ARMY AND AIR 

FORCE FIGHTERS, 1916-1961 70/ 
FUNITED STATES NAVY AND MARINE 

CORPS FIGHTERS, 1918-1962 70/- 
t+MARINE AIRCRAFT OF THE 1914-1918 

WAR 70/- 
“AIRCRAFT MARKINGS OF THE WORLD, 

1912-1967 70/- 


“The many colour pages in these books are very costly to 
produce. 


+The folding of fourteen double- and one treble-page plans 
in the Reconnaissance book and twenty-five double-page 
plans in the Marine book is carried out by hand at con- 
siderably increased cost. 

tBoth books dealing with U.S. aircraft have many more 
pages than the rest. 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE, 
PACKING AND INSURANCE 
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TOP FLIGHT MODELLERS .. . 
USE TOP FLIGHT FINISHES 





‘JOY’ LUMINOUS PAINT ‘JOY’ New Formula PLASTIC ENAMEL 


(Green shade The 18 beautiful contemporary colours, 
only.) . including black and white, can be intermixed 
to provide a wide range of colours. 
Joy Plastic Enamel has good flow, 

and is resistant to heat and most fuels. 
It gives glass-hard abrasion 

and wear resisting surface. 


Tins: 1/6; 2/3; 3/9; 5/9 


See in the 

dark outfits, 
containing Base, 
Reflecting Coat, 
and Luminous 


‘ Fr ad 
Top Coat. hg Lone URE 


Packs 3/3; 5/6 


All colours are lead free 
and are safe to use on children’s toys, etc. 











ar 


‘JOY-PLANE’ BALSA CEMENT . | ‘JOY-PLANE’ POLYSTYRENE CEMENT 







e o 
e eas 
New and e BI iI Non-stringing, 
improved quality. e quick drying 
Very quick and e and colourless. 
hard setting. e The perfect 
Penetrates © adhesive for 
deeply andis e giving a weld 
heat resisting e joint to any 
and fuel proof. e polystyrene 
e surface. 
Available in tubes e Available in 
9d.; 1/4; 2/- e tubes 9d.; 1/4 
e 


OTHER PRODUCTS MADE BY MODELLERS FOR MODELLERS 


‘JOY-PLANE’ CELLULOSE DOPES. 1/3; 2/-. 
‘JOY-PLANE’ CLEAR DOPES. 1/3; 2/-; 2/9; 5/-. 


PLASTIC WOOD. 1/5; 2/2. ELD 0 tne registered trade mark of 


. 2. Thin. 1/3; 2/-. 
TISSUE PASTE. Tubes 1/3. TURNBRIDGES LIMITED, LONDON, S.W.17 


manufacturers of quality products for 
These are the recommended retail selling prices STICKING, STAINING, POLISHING, PAINTING 
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COVER PICTURE 


Modern military forces are more dependent than ever before on aircraft for rapid deployment to any trouble spot; inter- 

service co-operation is well emphasised in this painting by Wootton showing men of a light battery, RA, limbering up 

their air-portable 105 mm pack howitzers and Land-Rover 9 towing vehicles after unloading from RAF Air Support 
Command Andovers on an advanced unprepared landing strip. Land-Rover conversions are given on page 212. 


(Illustration courtesy The Rover Company Ltd) 
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ROMAN FRIENDS 





AND FOES 
BY BARRY O'BRIEN 


OW that the Airfix Romans have 
time to make their presence felt, 
wargamers and others will be looking 
around for suitable allies and enemies 
to use with them. This article describes 
various simple conversions, 


Slingers 

The slinger was known in warfare 
from the very earliest times. The 
Romans recruited them from various 
regions of the Empire that produced 
good slingers, for it must be remem- 
bered that, like the English longbow- 
man, the slinger was the product of 
training which started in early boy- 
hood, so that the sling became part of 
the way of life, being used for hunt- 
ing apart from warfare. A good 
slinger was as accurate as most bow- 
men, and slings could outrange the 
weaker short bows. Certain parts of 
the Ancient World seemed to produce 
skilled slingers, in particular the 
Balearic Islands, Crete and Rhodes. 
The slinger would, whenever possible, 
use lead ‘pebbles’ of more or less a 
standard size, but could of course, use 
any suitable size stone at need. He 
would usually be unarmoured, and 
would not wear uniform as_ such, 
but would be dressed in the clothes 
which he would wear in his home 
country. For close fighting he would 
have a short sword, and possibly a 
small shield, but a prudent com- 
mander would avoid committing 
slingers to close action. 

Two of the Airfix Robin Hood set 
make the basis for slingers. One is the 
swordsman in cloak, and the other 
the archer who has just released his 
arrow. The swordsman has his sword 
cut away, and the thrown back hood 
of his cloak cut away from the back. 
The sling is then fitted as shown in 
the drawing. 

The archer has to have his bow cut 
away, and also the stake (or arrow?) 
standing behind him. He then needs 
no more work than to fit the sling as 
shown. In either case a small round 
shield can be glued to the left fore- 
arm if desired. I find that useful small 
shields of this kind may be made by 
utilising the cut out piece of card that 
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is left when a hole is punched in thin 
card by means of a standard office 
punch, The archer conversion has a 
round plain helmet, and this can be 
left and coloured to represent either 
bronze or iron, The converted swords- 
man can be left either bare-headed, or 
as in the two examples have a soft hat 
made of a slice from a piece of plastic 
sprue pressed lightly into position with 
a small soldering iron. 

When painting, remember that the 
throwing arm would always be bare, 
and the figures could be shown bare 
legged below the cloak or tunic, 
either barefoot or with sandals or 
light shoes. These people would be 
unlikely to afford flamboyant colours 
and costumes, and of the three shown, 
two have dark blue tunics with a 
brown coat, and the other has a dark 
brown tunic with light brown belt. 
Use the slinger conversions to fight 
either with or against the Romans. 


Camel Lancer 

The Roman soldier was familiar 
with the camel for his campaigns in 
Egypt and against the Parthians and 
Persians. Camels were used as bag- 
gage animals by everyone and as 
heavy cavalry or to carry archers, One 
Parthian general used them as first 
line transport to maintain a continual 
supply of arrows to horse bowmen 
who had surrounded a Roman army 
at Carrhae and eventually inflicted on 
it one of the worst defeats ever 
suffered by the Romans. One aspect of 
the camel in warfare was often used— 
horses unused to camels would not go 
near them. 

Very little work is needed to alter 
the Airfix camel riders to make a 
lancer. The rifle is cut away, and 
a hole bored in the right hand to take 
the lance, made of wire about 1 mm 
thick and about 40 mm long. The Iance 
is passed through the hand until the 
end rests on the right foot, and a 
touch of glue applied at both points. 
The robe of the camel rider should 
but cut away at the bottom to simu- 
late baggy trousers, but apart from 
that no other alteration need be made 
to either camel or rider, other than to 


fix a shield to the left upper arm. The 
figure shown is painted to represent 
a rider in full mail but with an almost 
completely covering robe. Only the 
front at the neck is shown as armour, 
together with a mail cap and protec- 
tion to the cheeks and neck. This cap 
is covered with a light material cape 
to cover the head and back of the 
neck, 

The camel is, of course, ‘camel 
colour’, which strangely seems to vary 
from camel to camel, but for those I 
have painted I have used mixtures of 
light earth, track colour, and khaki, 
and the result seems about right. The 
rider has a yellow robe, and the camel 
gear and trappings can be in almost 
any colours that one wishes. 

The completed camel lancer could 
be a Bedouin in Parthian service or a 
Parthian; and a ‘regiment’ of these 
make spectacular opponents for the 
Romans. 


Armoured Horse Archer 

The horse archer first appeared 
amongst the nomadic tribes who 
moved and lived in the great areas of 
grassland and semi-desert that 
stretched from the borders of China 
to the Hungarian plains. Many of the 
great civilisations of old knew them 
as agile and elusive raiders with no 
base and no communications, The 
horse archer was eventually used by 
all the great powers of Ancient times, 
the Assyrians, Parthians, Persians, 
and the Romans (who hired them). 
In time, the horse archer developed 
from the original unarmoured, ex- 
tremely light nomad rider into a regu- 
lar cavalryman, with scale or mail 
armour, with the bow still his main 
weapon, but also with sword and 
shield as well, so that he was more 
than a match for the nomad rider 
from whom he had developed. How- 
ever, he suffered from a lack of mobil- 
ity compared with the latter, and 
only the lightly clad bowman with no 
hampering armour could fire in any 
direction from the saddle, at full 
speed, and even directly behind when 
retiring. 

This is a more complex conver- 
sion than the others. The first step is 
to take a Roman Archer, and care- 
fully cut off the quiver and the sword 
in its scabbard. The bowman is then 
cut cleanly in half just below the 
waist. The lower half is made from 
the Arab horseman or a US cavalry- 
man, cut off at waist level. The two 
parts are joined together by a headless 

Continued on page 238 
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SEAC Dakotas 


BY ROBERT C. JONES 
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LAND-ROVER VARIANTS 


JROBABLY the most familiar British army vehicle of all, 
from the mid-fifties right up to the present, is the 
ubiquitous Land-Rover, which is more widely used than 
any other, and is therefore an essential item for military 
modellers favouring the modern scene. Fortunately, an 
excellent Land-Rover is available in the Airfix range, though 
it comes as the towing vehicle for the Bloodhound and is 
not sold separately as a military item. Also, this Land-Rovyer 
is to exact 4 mm scaie, so is perfect, as well, for railway 
modellers looking for lineside vehicles and aircraft modellers 
making up post-war RAF airfield scenes. 

There are more than a dozen conversion possibilities with 
the Land-Rover to provide army/RAF/civilian variants and 
I have made six of them this month which should be useful 
to modellers in all these spheres. 

Truck } ton, 4 x 4, Land-Rover, Cargo: Designated 
FV 18001, this was the original version used by the army 
back in the early ‘fifties when it was intended to supplement 
the specially designed Austin Champ field car. Subsequent 
to the demise of the Champ, however, the Land-Rover 
became the standard army field car, This is basically the 
variant provided in the Bloodhound kit and can be assembled 
just as it comes and painted dark green with a khaki tilt. I 
modified the model slightly, however, by taking one of the 
Bloodhound trailer wheels and cementing it as the spare 
wheel on the bonnet. I also ‘opened’ the tilt by sawing off 
the ‘canvas’ section of part 28 to leave only the tailboard 
to be cemented in place. The rear flap of the tilt is then 
represented by a small piece of rolled tissue paper stuck to 
the rear edge of the roof. The only other task was to file 
away the locating ridges inside the side walls so that they 
were not visible through the back of the model. These small 
alterations add greatly to the vehicle’s realism, A further 
variant which can be made once the back is ‘opened’ is the 
Land-Rover with front line ambulance kit. This simply 
consists of suitable supports to take stretchers one each side 








Completed models of (top, left to right) Land-Rover with 

doors and tilt removed, and (above, left to right) air-portable 

LWB_ Land-Rover, Land-Rover Utility, | Land-Rover 
Ambulance. 
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‘ 
Top: SWB Land-Rovers, (from left) vehicle with tilt and 
doors removed, SAS Land-Rover, standard Land-Rover. 
Note bench seats in open variants. Centre: Unpainted models 
of LWB Utility, air-portable, and Ambulance models. 
Bottom: Underside view of same three models to show 
chassis extended with 6 mm strips of scrap plastic. Note tow 
hooks removed from Ambulance and Utility. 
in the back of the vehicle with the ‘feet’ end sticking out of 
the back. To make this, cement a strip of plastic card across 
the inside of the model—before cementing the roof in place 
on a line with the top of the tailboard and just aft of the 
side doors. The model will then take a couple of stretchers 
from one of the Airfix 00 scale soldier sets, Land-Rovers 
used as front line ambulances carry a canvas strip which 
fits over the top of the tilt and laces to the bottom edge to 
display a red cross each side, This can be represented by 
a 10 mm wide strip of tissue paper with the small red 
crosses taken from the Airfix half-track kit. 

Land-Rover } ton, open version: To make the same vehicle 
as above but with tilt removed poses a few more problems 
as the Airfix model lacks internal details, To remove the 
tilt, simply omit the roof section, cut off the ‘canvas’ section 
from the tailboard, part 28, and cut away the ‘canvas’ side 
areas from the vehicle sides, parts 16 and 23. Then assemble 
in the normal way. I found plenty of steering wheels in my 
scrap-box from previous conversions, but if you've not got 
one, a good substitute is one of the handwheels from the 
Flak 36 with the knob removed. Likewise, I had plenty of 
spare seats left from previous conversions, but they can be 
made very simply from plastic card as shown in the drawing. 
Finally, you need to box in the wheel arches to form a 
bench seat each side. This is done with 4mm X 18 mm strips 
of plastic card cemented over the arches. 

Further variations on the basic theme are to ‘fold’ the 
windscreen flat by sawing it off at the bottom edge and 
cementing it over the top of the spare wheel, and to remove 
the doors, simply by sawing away the complete section 
before assembly 

SAS Land-Rover: For patrol purposes, the Special Air 
Service Regt use specially fitted Land-Rovers, Those used in 
temperate climes are short wheel base vehicles. Modifications 
to the basic model should include removal of the side doors 
as described above and complete removal of the windscreen, 
this being sawn off immediately at the bottom of the window 
pillars. A jerrican goes in front of each mudguard, resting 
on top of the bumper, and suitable mouldings can come 
from the Airfix half-track or the Roco accessory’ pack, If 
you can’t manage either of these, then the ammunition boxes 
from the Airfix 6 pdr gun make good substitutes. Front seats 
and steering wheel are fitted as above, and a single seat— 
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Drawings for Land-Rover conversions. Key: (1) Utility body sides. (2) Utility rear, score in doors on side and rear and cut 

out windows before cutting out remainder. (3) Ambulance sides. (4) Ambulance rear. (5) Extra side section for air-portable 

vehicle. (6) Chassis modification for LWB models—not to scale. (7) Seat profile. (8) Twin Vickers gun for SAS vehicle. 
(9) Browning .30 gun. All full-size except 6. 


which I took from a half-track kit—is cemented in the back, 
centrally and close up to the front bench seats. 

Box in the rear wheels, then place a rectangle of scrap 
plastic 4 mm xX 8 mm on the right-hand bench seat as a 
radio, Armament is usually a single Bren or GP machine gun 
on the doorpost of the driver’s side. Twin Vickers guns or 
GP machine guns are mounted on the left side of the front 
bulkhead and a .30 machine gun is mounted in the rear right 
corner, I made the latter weapon by trimming a Browning 
from the half-track down to 12 mm overall. Armament on 
these vehicles does, in fact, vary; you could put another .30 
on the front bulkhead in place of the other machine guns. 
Finally, cement the spare wheel on the front bumper angled 
upwards at 45 degrees. 

Truck 4 X 4, 4 ton, Land-Rover Utility: This is a long 
wheel base vehicle with an aluminium estate car type of 
body, used as a personnel carrier or staff car. In the latter 
case, map tables are included inside for staff officers, To 
make the long wheel base chassis, saw through the floor, 
part 17, just behind the widest part (as in drawing 6) and 
insert a 6 mm deep strip of scrap plastic or plastic card, 
19 mm wide, and re-cement. I also added another strip 
lengthways over the top of the join to make a stronger job. 
Ensure that the floor sets perfectly straight, then cut away 
the ‘canvas’ from the sides and cut through the sides 
immediately aft of the doors and assemble the remains to 
leave a deliberate gap. Then, referring to drawing 1, cut out 
two new body sides from plastic card and cement them over 
the remains of the original sides, joining them with a back 
cut out as in drawing 2. I used the roof straight from the 





: The full-size Land-Rover LWB Utility, Right: The 
size Land-Rover Ambulance. Note numberplate position 
and yellow bridge plate on front. 








"P\HE other model this month is a 

very simple one for beginners, the 
Soviet JS4 of 1950 vintage which can 
easily be made from the JS3 kit or 
even from a completed JS3. This 
vehicle had the later pattern 122 mm 
gun with fume extractor as fitted to 
the T10, plus an infra-red searchlight 





kit, and then cut the rear segment from a discarded roof to 
fill the gap that remains due to the lengthened wheelbase. 
The ugly join that remains is conveniently disguised by a 
flat 38 mm xX 20 mm rectangle of card which is cemented 
over the roof to depict the insulated roof with which these 
vehicles were fitted. The spare wheel can go either on the 
bonnet, on the roof, or on the rear door. 

This type of Land-Rover is also used by the RAF so 
would be an excellent addition to an airfield scene. A civilian 
version is also very common, identical to the military type. 
Army designation for this vehicle is FV 18004, distinguishing 
it from a later type with fibreglass body on the Mk II chassis. 

Land-Royer Ambulance: Designed as an ambulance for 
forward areas, this vehicle carries two or four stretchers or 
sitting cases according to internal fittings. There are at least 
three variations on the body according to builder, but I’ve 
chosen the earliest and the simplest, as it’s easier to make. 
Chassis is lengthened as described above and the new body 
parts are cut as given in drawings 3 and 4. I made the small 
side and door vents from small rectangles of card simply 
stuck on the basic body and painted black. Roof is made as 
described for the utility except that a longer rear segment is 
required to match the longer body. Also the insulated roof 
section is omitted. Crosses can come from the half-track kit 
or you can paint larger ones to match the prototype picture. 
This vehicle is used by both the army and RAF and is a 
‘must’, certainly, for any airfield scene. 

Truck 4 x 4, } ton, Land-Rover (Air-Portable): This is 
an interim design, based on the later Mk II chassis, but 
fitted with a low lightweight body to enable two or three 
such vehicles to be stacked in the hold of an RAF transport 
plane. The chassis is lengthened as before, but this time the 
sides are cut immediately aft of the door pillars and reduced 
in height to 7 mm from the bottom, All detail is filed from 
the sides and they are cemented in place, A new side piece 
(drawing 5) is cut to fill the gap, and seats and steering wheel 
are added as before. The entire rear of the vehicle is covered 
in with a 24 mm X 23 mm sheet of plastic card, and hand 
rails, 2 mm high and 18 mm long, are made from wire, 
staples, or stretched sprue and cemented each side at the 
rear as shown in the pictures. 


sliced 2 mm from the end on a 6 mm 
square of scrap plastic 2 mm deep. 
This is cemented to the top flange of 
the mantlet and held in line so that it 
elevates with the gun. Finally add 
2 mm deep strips of card along the 
lower edges of the hull sides, and add 
a curved mudguard section over the 
rear of the track cemented to the rear 


(also found on later JS3s), and other 
small improvements. 

The fume extractor is the appro- 
priate section cut from the Centurion 
gun left over from December’s ARV 
conversion, Cut the JS3 barrel 12 mm 
from the end, insert the fume extrac- 
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Above: The completed JS4 model. 


tor, cut away a corresponding length 
of JS3 barrel and cement the extractor 
on to the remainder. Then ensure that 
it all sets in a straight line. The infra- 
red device is a section of JS3 fuel tank, 


hull. The mudguards should be carried 
round the mudguards fore and aft by 
suitable trimming. The two extra fuel 
tanks on the hull rear are ‘optional 
extras’ and can be added if you have 
them to spare. 
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IN a blaze of publicity the world’s first supersonic 

transport aircraft, the Anglo-French Concorde, cere- 
monially left its flight test shed at Toulouse on December 11 
to patriotic speeches by ministers and manufacturers. 

In the company of many others from all parts of the 
world I spent a chilly afternoon listening to speeches from 
the British Minister of Technology, Mr Wedgwood Benn; 
the French Minister of Transport, Monsieur Chamant; Sir 
George Edwards of BAC; and Monsieur Maurice Papon of 
Sud Aviation, Each, in his own way, emphasised the belief 
that Concorde would reach production status and that within 
two to three years these aircraft would be starting on their 
careers with the world’s airlines. 
























































































































































































































In spite of the confidence expressed there is a great deal 
to do before Concorde can be accepted. The problems of 
the sonic boom, integration with sub-sonic aircraft, the fares 
structures On the supersonic routes, and many other opera- 
tional problems have to be sorted out before the airlines will 
accept the aircraft as being the one they want. Both Britain 
and France have spent between them something like £500 
million on development. Has it all been worth while? 

Although there has been considerable criticism from 
sections of the press and from other sources connected with 
aviation, | am of the opinion that Concorde must be a 
success, One dreads a repetition of the Brabazon affair 
where an aircraft gained so much pre-flight publicity that 
it was a severe blow to British prestige when it went no 
further than the prototype stage. 

There can be no doubt that Britain and France have a 
three year lead over the Americans, The US equivalent, 
which is an even more. radical design than the Concorde, 
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cannot possibly cut down the lead which has been built up 
in Europe in spite of the great technical resources of the 
American aircraft industry. 

Providing that Concorde maintains its lead, and there is 
no reason why this should not be so, I see the American SST 
as being the logical onward step by the airlines in their 
re-equipment programmes, Whether Concorde will last in 
service for any length of time is anybody’s guess. I foresee 
work going on to produce a Mark 2 Anglo-French design 
accommodating more passengers at an increased speed rather 
than design studies being made for an aircraft to travel at 
speeds in the Mach 6 region. I think that we have reached 
the end of the road as far as civil aircraft speeds are con- 
cerned until there is a radical breakthrough in propulsion 
methods and airframe construction techniques. 

A Mach 6 transport aircraft could be produced today, 
figuratively speaking, but the cost of doing this would com- 
pletely outweigh the economics of purchase by an airline. 
The development costs needed to take aircraft cruising 
speeds above Mach 2-3 would be so enormous that no 
government or even consortium of governments would con- 
sider the financing of the project, let alone the aircraft 
manufacturers themselves. 

In my own opinion, aircraft design teams will follow the 
trend, already taking shape, of designing large sub-sonic 
aircraft carrying more than 200 passengers at a seat-mile 
cost far lower than the present standards. Developments in 
engine performance giving economies of operation superior 
to present-day standards can be expected which, linked to 
the jumbo-jet type of aircraft, will produce airline fares 
within the scope of more and more people. In another 15-20 
years I can see British tourists flocking to the United States 
or India for their holidays in the same way that they have 
come to visit the Mediterranean coast since the early ’fifties. 

















Tokyo to London in ‘Half an Hour’ 

Air travel for the masses will remain at sub-sonic speeds, 
but in spite of this there will always be a considerable need 
for high speed transport which can take the businessman to 
his destination in as quick a time as possible. Time is money 
so they say and in the present mad state of the world this 
type of passenger will always demand rapid transportation 
and consider higher costs worth while. With a cruising speed 
of about 1,400 mph it is interesting to think that a passenger 
flying across Siberia from Tokyo to London would, by his 
watch, only take half an hour on the journey! 

At Concorde cruising speed, approaching 25 miles per 
minute, the distance between London and Toulouse, the 
journey I did on December 11, would take 25 minutes 


against almost two hours by Britannia, 

In an interview before the roll out at Toulouse, Sir Giles 
Guthrie, Chairman of BOAC, announcing the appointment 
of Captain James Andrew to be the Flight Development 
Manager and BOAC’s first Concorde pilot, said that Con- 
corde will be able to fly two return trips between London 





Above: The Concorde 001 prototype leaves Toulouse- 

Blagnac for transfer to its flight test shed at Toulouse-St 

Martin a week before the ceremonial roll-out. Heading: 

The historic moment of the official roll-out as the tractor 
starts to pull Concorde 001 from the shed. 


AIRFIX magazine 








overall with red and blue cheat lines. Aboye: Pomp and 

circumstance as RAF and French Air Force bands play 
Concorde from its test shed (Mintech photo). 

and New York—four Atlantic crossings—in the course of 

a normal day’s work. This thought puts the Atlantic crossing 

in a new perspective and will make a supersonic trip to the 

US the near equivalent of a day’s cross-Channel excursion. 

‘Once test flying and development work starts to produce 
detailed information on performance and economics, BOAC 
will get down to doing its own supersonic sums,’ added Sir 
Giles. This direct hint suggests that BOAC may well be the 
first airline to confirm its option on the purchase of Con- 
corde and may well lead the 16 other airlines which have so 
far placed options on 74 aircraft. 

As the 001 prototype, which was rolled out at Toulouse, 
enters the final phase of ground testing of engines, systems 
and equipment, it is fully expected that its first flight will 
come on ‘February 28 or not long after’, according to Sir 
George Edwards. Meanwhile, the prototype 002 is well 
advanced at the BAC factory at Filton, Bristol, Work has 
already begun at Sud Aviation and BAC centres on manu- 
facture of the two pre-production aircraft 01 and 02 and 
the two complete airframes for static and fatigue ground 
testing. 

It is pleasing to note that dates which were set over two 
years ago giving specific times for phases of the production 
are being kept. 


Concorde with an ‘E’ 

Mr Wedgwood Benn’s announcement that Concorde in 
future would be spelt with an ‘e’ on the end brought a spark 
of humour to an otherwise rather serious day. The name 
Concorde was originally conceived by the son of an em- 
ployee at BAC’s Filton works, It was accepted by the French 
as being an appropriate name for the aircraft but British 
government circles, the Ministry of Aviation and the 
Ministry of Technology, its successor, always used the 
British spelling. By conceding to the French version with 
the final ‘e’, Mr Wedgwood Benn said that this would end 
the only disagreement between the two sides and that, after 
all, the ‘e’ also stood for entente cordiale, Burope and entry 
into the Common Market. 

Considering the complexity of the task of building a 


February, 1968 


supersonic aircraft in one country and manufacturing parts 
in another, plus the many miles separating the two produc- 
tion centres, and the language barriers, the amount of inter- 
national co-operation has been remarkable. My own hope 
is that this success will lead to many other ventures on a 
similar footing, as it is only by this means that the aircraft 
industry in this country can survive to produce both 
advanced military machines and the equally costly civil air- 
craft ventures that are in the project stage. 


Tailpiece 
A minor point that seems to have been missed by many 
people is the registration of the 001 Concorde. Resplendent 
on the fin and rudder was F-WTSS, the initials of SST in 
French. One wonders if the 002 prototype at Bristol will 
be G-ASST? 








Above: Martel air-to-ground missiles being carried by a 
Hawker Siddeley Buccaneer Mk 2. The Defence imates in 
February, 1967, announced that Buccaneers were being 
adapted to carry these new stand-off missiles. Martel—the 
name is derived from Missile Anti-Radar and TELevision— 
is a new generation air-to-ground precision tactical strike 
missile, jointly designed and manufactured. by SA Engins 
Matra in France and Hawker Siddeley Dynamics Ltd. 








We have many letters from rea 


rs requesting back 
conversion 







. For example, he 
some of the practical articles which have appeared. 


1965: September— Jeep conversions and 
Battle of Britain colour schemes. 1966: July 
—RF-4C Phantom conversion. September — 
Matador variants. October — Spitfire trainer. 
1967: May — Crimean War and Do 217 con- 
versions. June — Mosquito profile. July — 
Soviet missile tank. August — Early Churchills, 
September — Avro York and German _half- 
tracks. October — Bus models in 4 mm scale. 
November — Japanese tankette and ‘Daring’ 
conversions. December — Halifax and RNAS 
Camel. 1968: January — Tram model and M12. 
Would readers please note that all issues not 
listed above are now out of print and can no 
longer be supplied. 





Back copies cost 2s each (including postage) for 
all copies up to and including September, 1966. 
From October, 1966, onwards the cost is 2s 6d an 
Issue, post paid. Please address all requests for 
back copies, together with your remittance, to our 
circulation department at SURRIDGE DAWSON & 
CO (PRODUCTIONS) LTD, PUBLISHING DEPT, 
26 ABERDOUR STREET, LONDON SE1. 


ARE YOU A KIT CONVERTER ? 
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Curved-frame ‘Bulldog’ 3313 Jupiter is the latest conversion possibility from 
City of Truro to be covered by Norman Simmons, Compare with pictures of 
the straight-framed version in our December issue. 


Bulldog’ 


‘Curved 


pee ‘Bulldog’ conversion in the 
December, 1967, AIRFIX maga- 
zine dealt with the most numerous 
members of the class, the earlier 
straight-framed version, numbers 3341 
to 3440 inclusive. Mention was made 
of the 41 curved frame locomotives, 
numbers 3300 to 3340 but at the time 
the article was written I had not traced 
a source of readily available 4 mm 
scale engraved name and number- 
plates for any of these locomotives. I 
have since discovered that Eames of 
ading include 3340 Camel in their 
of plates. This is one of the oval 
cabside combined name and number- 
plates but unfortunately this loco- 
motive was withdrawn as early as 
June, 1934, However, I have been able 
to obtain one of the Western Series of 
4 mm scale engraved plates obtainable 
from James T. Fraser, 6 Seawall 
Cottages, Dawlish, Devon, and this is 
for No 3313 Jupiter which was one of 
the last of the curved frame loco- 
motives to survive, not being with- 
drawn until April, 1946, so this is the 
locomotive I chose to model. 

The only points of difference 
between this conversion and the one 
described in the December, 1967, 
issue arise from the use of curved 
frames instead of straight frames so 
in most things other than the frames 
I will refer readers to my earlier 
article. Fig 1 illustrates the shape of 
the curved frames as well as the 
general appearance of the locomotive. 
A pair of City of Truro mainframes 
were bolted together through the axle 
holes and carved and filed to the 
revised shape. Craft knife and half 
round needle file were the tools that 
were used. The footplate was modified 
by cutting away all of the raised part 
over the coupled wheels which in- 
cludes the splashers and sandboxes, 
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BY NORMAN 
SIMMONS 


aac 
etc, forward and either side of the cab. 
Fig 2 will make this clear, 

The coupled wheels came from the 
Prairie Tank kit and the December, 
1967, issue should be referred to for 
the modifications that are required. 
I still had some spare City of Truro 
mainframes left over from previous 





conversions—the 26XX, 43XX and 
93XX 2-6-0’s and the County 4-4-0 
conversions were all responsible for 
this—so I used these for the inside 
frames as described in the December, 
1967, issue. One thing I neglected to 
mention in that article was the neces- 
sity to drill out the coupled wheel axle 
holes with a 13/64 inch drill to take 
the Prairie Tank coupled wheel axles. 
Drills of 13/64 inch are not the sort 
of size one normally finds in the 
average modellers’ tool kit but some 
very comprehensive sets of twist drills, 
perfectly adequate for working in 
plastic, can be obtained from chain 
stores quite cheaply these days, My 
own 13-piece set covering the range 
ys inch to 4 inch cost only a few 
shillings and from this set I was able 
to select a 7 inch drill to make the 
first enlargement before finally using 
the 13/64 inch size. This way I was 
able to enlarge the axle holes by hand 
by just using the twist drills without 
any chuck, hand drill or other aid. In 
practice the tip of the drill was held 
against the axle hole and I found my- 
self revolving the mainframe around 
the drill as much as I was twisting the 
drill itself. The inner mainframes were 
then assembled as described in the 
December issue. Don’t worry if this 
is your first conversion and you 
haven’t any spare City of Truro main- 
frames as it would be a simple matter 
to copy a pair using 30 thou plastic 
card and absolutely no detail is 
required. 

The rear footsteps of numbers 3341 
to 3360, as well as all the curved frame 
Below: The modified chassis with 
Prairie wheels fitted, and the outside 
frames and coupling rods ready for 
assembly. Bottom: Underside v 
shows how this model has inside 
frames to carry the driving wheels, 

referred to fully in December. 
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Fig 1. Curved frame ‘Bulldog’ Nos 3300-40 


Scale 4 mm to 1 foot 
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Fig 3. ‘Bulldog’ footplate — cut from 20 thou plastic card 
Dimensions in millimetres 


locomotives, are swept backwards in 
a curve as shown in Fig 1. This is 
something else I didn’t mention in my 
earlier article and should have done to 
3341 Blasius, the subject of the 
December conversion. This curved 
shape is easily achieved simply by 
cutting off the footsteps at a point 
immediately above the middle step 
and transferring the right hand step to 
the left hand frame and vice-versa. A 
strip of plastic card cemented behind 
adds useful strength and support to the 
join and when the cement has dried 
the step can be carved and filed to 
shape. 

The footplate was cut from 20 thou 
plastic card as shown at Fig 3, Use 
black plastic card in preference (if you 
can get it) as the edges of the footplate 
take most handling and paint can be 
easily worn away if white card painted 
black is used. I used white card just so 
that it would show in the photographs 
taken during construction and _ illus- 
trate the construction features more 
clearly. The footplate should be 
curved to shape before cementing to 
the top edge of the mainframe, I also 
cemented small pieces of 60 thou 
plastic card under the flat parts of the 
footplate forward and between the 
coupled wheels to give added strength 
and support to the frames. 

The fronts of the splashers were cut 
from discs of 30 thou plastic card and 
cemented behind the mainframes. 
Fig 1 will give the dimensions required 
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Fig 2. ‘City of Truro’ footplate - remove shaded area 


for the splashers. At this stage the 
inner mainframe assembly can be 
cemented to the underside of the foot- 
plate. To bring the footplate up to the 
correct height I found it necessary to 
cement a strip of 30 thou plastic card 
between the footplate and the top 
edges of the mainframes. This applies 
equally to the straight frame version, 
but once again I must apologise for 
neglecting to mention this in the 
December issue. 

The outside frames can now be put 
in place and the outside cranks and 
coupling rods assembled. Have a 
dummy dry run first, though, as upon 
completion of the chassis it will be 
noticed that the coupling rods at their 
maximum height rise above the top 
edge of the footplate. It is therefore 
essential to avoid any fouling or jam- 





The ‘Bulldog’ 

ready for painting. Plastic card parts 

are in white, Notice the sloping main- 

frames, from scrap plastic to match 

drawing, just behind the smokebox 
saddle. 


model complete and 





ming at this point and if necessary the 
outside cranks should be packed up 
with washers placed over their ‘D’ 
shaped pins to ensure they extend far 
enough outside the frames to carry the 
coupling rods clear of the footplate 
edge. The small Peco insulated washers 
are a perfect fit and absolutely ideal 
for this purpose. Note that the rear- 
ward end of the footplate widens 
from point ‘X’ on Fig 3. If you have 
followed the dimensions and instruc- 
tions accurately the coupling rod 
should just clear the footplate edge at 
this point. 

The cab is the City of Truro cab 
with the sides extended at the base 
by strips of 30 thou plastic card and 
the spaces in the front filled in to suit 
the height of the smaller diameter 
coupled wheels, After assembly of the 
cab the splashers can be completed 
using strips of 10 thou plastic card for 
the tops. The outside springs need 
adapting to fit the revised frame shape 
and outside sandboxes are additional 
items, otherwise the rest of the loco- 
motive, the boiler, bogie, and front 
buffer beam, etc, are as described in 
the December issue. 
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THE 
CHURCHILL 


a 
PURPOSE 
VARIANTS 


{OME of the explosive mine-clearing devices, such as the 

Conger and the Snake, were used with both the Sherman 

and the Churchill, though the method of fitting was generally 
different. The Churchill-fitted variants are described here. 

Elevatable Goat: This device was for use against high 
walls or obstacles and consisted of a long braced frame 
carried on the nose of the AVRE in a similar manner as the 
Assault SBG. Fitted under the two main spars were a series 
of linked charges. On approaching the obstacle the complete 
assembly placed against the wall and jettisoned from 
the vehicle. The linked charges were next released and these 
fell away from the spars and lay across the wall. The tank 
then withdrew and the charges were blown. 

AVRE with Conger 2 inch Mk I: Evolved in January, 
1944, for mine clearance in assault, this consisted of an 
engineless Bren carrier containing a 5 inch Rocket No 3 
Mk I and projector, air bottles, and a tank of explosive. 
Fitted to the rear of the carrier was a wooden box contain- 
ing 330 yards of 2 inch woven hose. The explosive carrier 
was towed to the edge of the mine-field and released. The 
empty hose was attached to the rocket and fired over the 
mine-field so that it lay extended across the field, one end 
still being connected to the carri The hose was then 
pumped full of explosive by compressed air. When sufficient 
explosive had been pumped into the hose, the carrier was 
removed and the hose was detonated by a delay pull igniter, 


















Below: The Churchill with 3 inch Snake; vehicle is a Mk III. 
Bottom: Churchill Gun Carrier (see part 2) adapted to carry 
Snake equipment. 








The Elevatable Goat was fitted to the AVRE in a similar 
way to the SBG bridge. It was mainly used for blowing high 
or thick walls (Imperial War Museum photos). 


the blast creating a path through the mines. This saw limited 
operational use. 

Churchill with 3 inch Snake: Developed in August, 1942, 
and used operationally, this device consisted of 20 ft lengths 
of 3 inch water piping filled with explosives, 16 lengths being 
carried on the Churchill, These were carried 8 per side over 
the tracks, being laid on short girder sections. The pipes 
were fitted together and pushed or pulled by the vehicle 
into the mine-field, released and then detonated, the blast 
creating a path approximately 21 ft wide. Maximum pushing 
length was 490 ft and for towing 1,200 ft. Extra explosive 
piping was carried by a 3-ton truck. 

Churchill Gun Carrier with 3 inch Snake: This was an 
experiment to adapt the obsolete Gun Carrier as a carrier 
vehicle for Snake. The 3 inch gun was removed and 25 
lengths of Snake were packed either side of the fixed turret, 
being retained in this position by two metal bars fitted either 
side of the vehicle. Used as described above. 

Churchill with Giant Viper: This was a post-war version 
of the Conger. The explosive filled hose was loaded in a 
specially built trailer which also carried launching rockets 
for projecting the hose, The trailer was towed to the edge of 
the mine-field where the line charge was then launched 
across the field by the rocket towing unit. When the hose 
had reached the end of its launch it was lowered to the 
ground by parachutes where it was detonated. This device 
is still in use in conjunction with the present Centurion 
AVRE. 

Churchill with Bangalore Torpedoes: This consisted of two 
lengths of Snake piping fitted to a Onion frame assémbly, 
For use against light obstacles and barbed wire. 

Churchill with Rocket Mine Clearance Device: This con- 
sisted of a number of 5 inch Rockets mounted on a light 
frame that was fitted at an angle on the nose of the 
Churchill. It was developed to investigate the possibility of 
clearing a lane through a minefield by means of air blast. 


MISCELLANEOUS DEVICES 


Churchill with Atherton Jack: This was a jib crane 
mounted on the turret, for handling tank engines. 

Churchill with Transportable Derrick: This consisted of 
an electric powered jib fitted with two wheels and a detach- 
able power unit. The assembly was towed behind the AVRE. 
When required the jib and its fixed wheels were mounted on 
the front of the vehicle, being connected to the existing 
fittings and the portable power unit was attached to the rear 
of the vehicle where it controlled the jib. 

Whyman Mechanical Lane Marking Device: Evolved in 
1944 for lane marking through mine-fields, it was fitted to 
Flail and AVRE tanks. It was also used for pegging down 
Bobbin Mats that had been laid down over poor ground. 
The device consisted of two banks of 12 firing tubes mounted 
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on each side at the rear of the tank. Each firing tube was 
fitted with a flagged picket, and at intervals a picket was 
fired into the ground by means of a ballistic cartridge. The 
7 ft long picket penetrated 12 inches into the ground and 
remained upright to display the flag and so mark the path 
that had been cleared. 

Churchill CDL: This was the Churchill with a specially 
designed armoured turret housing a searchlight (Canal 
Defence Light). It was originally planned to convert num- 
bers of Churchill tanks to CDL vehicles but this was can- 
celled and the hulls that had been earmarked for this 
conversion were subsequently converted to Arks. 

Churchill with Senior Equitine Cultivator: Experiments 
with a wheeled farm cultivator towed behind vehicle as a 
device to lift mines. 

Churchill with Harrow: This was a similar device to the 
Senior Equitine Cultivator, consisting of a wheeled farm 
harrow towed behind a Churchill. Neither of these devices 
passed the experimental stage. 

Churchill Pussyfoot: Modified engine and gearbox fitted 
to a rubber tyred Churchill, 132144, in 1942 in an attempt 
to give smoother running qualities, It was experimental only. 

Churchill with Assault Sledges: This was an experimental 
project for transporting assault troops in armoured one-man 
sledges towed behind the Churchill in units of four, A simi- 
lar idea was tried with the Sherman. 

Churchill RYPA: This was a Mk VII chassis fitted with 
an oscillating gun-platform for training gun crews. 

Churchill with Centipede Rollers: Evolved in 1943 for the 
clearance of small anti-personnel mines, the Centipede rollers 
consisted of 12 small rollers on parallel bars towed behind 
the Churchill. 

Churchill APC (FV 3904): This was a post-war expedient 
to provide an armoured personnel carrier using an adapted 
Churchill Mk VII, Turret was removed and interior fitted 
out to transport a section of infantry with full equipment. 





Below: A Petard-armed AVRE in post-war service with steel 
fascine cradle of similar pattern to the wooden ones used 
with the original AVREs. Basic vehicle is a Mk IV with 
addition of a cupola, Bottom: AVRE Mk VII with the later 
wide fascine cradle and 165 mm demolition gun. Note side 
fittings on both vehicles for dozer blades, CIRD, etc. 








, SS) 

Top: Basic element of the Conger was an engineless carrier 

towed behind an AVRE. Above: The Onion described last 
month. 


Wireless equipment was installed and hull machine gun 
retained. Some turretless Churchills of earlier marks were 
used in 1944 as troop carriers. 

Churchill with Deep Wading Equipment: An early version 
of this equipment was first tried at Dieppe on the Churchills 
that came ashore from the LC This was vastly improved 
on during the course of the war and came in kit form to 
provide trunking for radiator grilles and seal all hull orifices. 

Churchill BARV (Post-War): This was a Churchill Mk II 
with turret removed and replaced with a large cylindrical 
superstructure over the turret ring to facilitate deep wading 
and consequent recovery of vehicles from beaches. Converted 
by the Royal Engineers, it was a prototype only, 1954-56. 

AVRE Mk VII (FV 3903): A post-war version of the war- 
time AVRE, this was the standard Churchill Mk VII fitted 
with a modified turret mounting a 165 mm (6.5 inch) 
Ordnance BL Mk I low velocity gun, to replace the obsolete 
Petard type. The fully rotating power-operated turret also 
mounted 12 smoke discharger cups fitted to the turret sides, 
Gunnery control was the same as in a gun tank. 31 rounds 
were carried, This was the last variant of Churchill to remain 
in front-line service with the British army, being replaced by 
the Centurion AVRE in 1965. 

AVRE Mk VII Dozer-Blade: The Churchill AVRE Dozer- 
Blade Equipment consisted of a hydraulically operated dozer 
blade, 11 ft 5 inches wide and 3 ft 2 inches deep with the 
necessary parts to convert the AVRE for bulldozing. Posi- 
tioning of the blade was controlled from inside the driving 
compartment permitting close-support dozing tasks to be 
carried out while the crew were under the protection of heavy 
armour. This equipment was also fitted to some Petard- 
armed AVREs in post-war years. 

AVRE Mk VII Fascine: For the purpose of carrying 
fascines (brushwood bundles) for use in the crossing of 
ditches and wide trench works, a collapsible fascine cradle 
was fitted on the front of the vehicle. The fascine cradle 
could mount a fascine 8 ft in diameter, 13 ft long and up to 
10 tons in weight. 
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W HILE looking through some of 

the many bits and pieces left 
over from my earlier conversions, I 
thought that a six-wheeled lorry would 
make a change from articulateds. I 
chose a sided lorry of the type used by 
many construction and demolition 
firms, but you could easily build a flat 
deck or a van body on the same 
chassis, 

This uses a complete Matador kit 
plus a few extra pieces. If you haven’t 
any left overs you can either buy a 
second kit (which will remedy your 
present lack of pieces for future pro- 
jects) or you can make the extra pieces 
needed from plastic card, dowel, etc. 

As usual I began the modifications 
with the chassis. This must be 
lengthened to accommodate the extra 
axle and wheels, Fig 1 shows the kit 
chassis (part 15) in its original form, 
with the parts to be removed shown 
in dotted lines, while Fig 2 shows the 
altered chassis. Cut off the front and 
rear towing hooks and bars and also 
the winch drum and its axle. I moved 
the petrol tank further back by cutting 
through the two supports where they 
join the main chassis girder and re- 
attaching them in the new position. 
This is optional though, and as it does 
mean an alteration to the exhaust 
system (parts 46 and 47) you may 
prefer to leave the tank in its original 
position. 

Cut off the front and rear supports 
for the rear springs. Try to do this 
neatly so that the supports are left 
more or less intact and can be re- 
attached after the chassis has been 
lengthened. Cut two strips of 0.08 inch 
thick plastic card 2 mm wide and 41 
mm long (or two layers of 0.04 inch 
thick material) and glue these to the 
ends of the chassis girders. Cement 
another strip of 0.04 inch plastic on 
the inner side of each join to 
strengthen it. Two cross pieces of 0.04 
inch plastic sheet, 2 mm wide and 9 
mm long, fit between the girder ex- 
tensions in the positions shown in Fig 
2 to complete the chassis frame. 

Glue the front springs (parts 35 and 
36) and the gearbox (part 41) in 
position followed by the front axle 
(part 44). Now re-affix the four spring 
supports which were removed earlier 
together with two more cut from scrap 
plastic in the positions shown in Fig. 2, 
and glue the four rear springs in place 
(two of each of parts 37 and 38), 
followed by the two rear axles (two 
of part 43). If you are using only one 
kit, make the two extra springs from 
card and the extra axle from wood 
dowel; these parts will be hardly 
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A MATADOR 
CONVERSION 


by 
michael andress 


visible in the finished model and so 
need not be well detailed. At this stage 
slip the six kit wheels on to the ends 
of the three axles and before the 
cement sets, holding the four rear 
springs and their supports firmly in 
position, adjust these parts so all the 
wheels touch the ground at once and 
the chassis is level. 

I built up the main drive shaft using 
some of the kit parts. I took part 45 
(the front transmission), cut off the 
flange which is intended to fit into the 
slot in the front axle and then 
hollowed out the remaining surface a 
little so it would fit snugly on to the 
differential of the leading rear axle. 
There was a gap of about 6 mm 
between the rear end of the gearbox 
shaft (part 41) and the front end of 
part 45, I filled this with a length cut 
from a used Biro refill and cut the rear 
end off part 42 leaving a shaft long 
enough to fit neatly between the 
differential housings of the two rear 
axles, 

The silencer/exhaust outlet (part 
47) can be fitted at this stage, fixing it 
to the chassis frame by two pieces of 
scrap plastic so that its front end is 
3 mm behind the back support of the 
front spring. Part 46 cannot be fitted 
until the cab is built up and fixed to 
the chassis, 

The kit wheels must be reduced in 
thickness to 3 mm and in diameter to 
12.5 mm, I have previously used the 
method described by Norman Sim- 
mons (October, 1966, AIRFIX maga- 
zine) to do this but have found it 
rather slow. On this occasion I saved 
some time by a modification of the 
method, I began by filing the rear 
surface of each wheel down until it 
was flush with the recessed centre part, 
while the wheel was held firmly in a 
vice. Each wheel was then 3 mm thick. 
Next I mounted them in pairs, back to 
back, on 10 BA bolts and used a hand 
drill as a makeshift lathe, as in the 
original method, but I did the initial 
taking down with a hacksaw blade 
held on the wheels as they were 
rotated. This does not give as smooth 
a finish as with a chisel but I find it 
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SIX WHEELER 


4um SCALE 





takes the plastic off much more 
quickly and I use a chisel and file for 
the final finishing to give just as good 
a final wheel. I made the four inner 
wheels from a } inch diameter rod of 
hard rubber or similar material which 
I happened to have on hand, but a 
wood dowel or other material of suit- 
able size would probably be just as 
good, Cut off four discs 3 mm in thick- 
ness, Drill a hole centrally by holding 
each in turn behind one of the turned 
down kit wheels and using the centre 
hole of this wheel as a guide. Then 
drill part way through, using increas- 
ing drill sizes until you reach } inch 
diameter. This will allow the wheels 
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to sit neatly over the brake drums on 
the rear axles. 

Fix the rear wheels on to their axles 
in pairs (one kit wheel and one home- 
made wheel) back to back with the 
kit wheel as the outer one and cement 
the hubs in place. Increase the track 
of the front wheels by gluing a disc 
of thin card behind each front wheel 
and drilling out the central hole. Fill 
in the recess in each front wheel with 
plastic wood shaped to form the typi- 
cal domed hub and complete the 
wheels with a 10 BA washer glued to 
each hub to represent the projecting 
flange. 

The cab differs in only two ways 
from the kit cab. Cut out the window 
in the cab back (part 1) using the 
square impression already present as a 
guide. The easiest way is to drill out 
the centre and then cut out the corners 
with a sharp modelling knife. Finish 
with a small file to give a neat window 
opening. The other modification is the 
replacement of the kit cab roof (part 
14) by a flat roof of card or plastic 
card trimmed accurately to shape after 
being glued in position. Don’t forget 
to paint the cab interior and to add 
windows of transparent material (if 
you wish to glaze the windows) before 
you assemble the cab. 

The body is shown in Fig 3. It is 
based on two body floors (parts 17) 
but if you are using only one kit (and 
have no left over parts from previous 
conversions) it can be built from a 
single part 17 extended with plastic 
card. The extra cross braces then 
needed can also be made from card 
using those on part 17 as a guide, 

I cut off and discarded the rear 18 
mm from one floor and then joined 
the remaining part of this floor by its 
front edge to the rear edge of the other 
floor, after filing the two edges so they 
will fit neatly. Cutting away the middle 
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Top: Completed version, though free- 
lance, has a very close resemblance to 
the AEC Mammoth of twenty years 
ago. Above: The completed chassis 
showing twin wheels at rear. 
part of the cross brace adjacent to the 
joint allows a strengthening strip of 
scrap plastic to be fixed across the 
undersurface of the joint. 

Each side and end is cut from 0.04 
inch plastic sheet with a facing of 0.01 
inch card. Cut these facings out with 
a sharp modelling knife and handle 
them carefully as they are rather 
flimsy until they are cemented to the 
thicker backing pieces. 

The rear mudguards could be made 
from card bent to shape and hardened 
by painting with shellac, Alternatively 
mould them from plastic sheet in boil- 
ing water as described in my July 
article. 





Not to scale 


The cab can now be fixed to the 
chassis. Part 46 is shortened to fit 
between the cab floor and part 47 
and glued in position. To fit the body 
neatly to the chassis it may be neces- 
sary to trim some of the cross braces 
beneath the floor with a file or knife 
so that they clear the vacuum tank, 
and the supports for the petrol tank 
and rear springs. 

Headlamps can be made from 1/32 
inch thick slices of 3/32 inch wood 
dowel painted silver and cemented in 
the appropriate positions on the cab 
front. 

Painting is best carried out during, 
rather than after, assembly. The colour 
scheme is up to you. My choice was 
matt black for the chassis and other 
underparts, mudguards and tyres; 
yellow for the cab, body sides and 
hubs; and silver for the chrome trim 
of the headlamps and radiator. 


NEW CATALOGUES 
BMW Models Ltd, 329 Haydons Road, 
London, SW19, have sent us a copy of 
their comprehensive model railway cata- 
logue, 1968 edition, which lists and 
illustrates just about everything currently 
available in N, TT, HO, and 00 gauges, 
plus trackage, station and building kits, 
and components. Model railway enthusi- 
asts will find it a useful buy at 2s 6d. 
Everything listed is available either to 
callers at the shop or by mail order. 
BMW _ have, incidentally, just opened 
additional premises to cater specifically 
for their mail order business. 

Bellona have taken over the Warpics 
photo-library of tank and military pic- 
tures and have issued a new catalogue, 
due for gradual expansion, which fits 
inside the Bellona binder for ease of 
filing. The catalogue costs 6d from 
neues Warpics, PO Box 1, Wargrave, 

jerks. 
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For shipping fans 

Suips ‘Sixty EIGHT, edited by W. Paul Clegg. Price 12s 6d. 

CoastaL Suips, by D, Ridley Chesterton. Price 25s. Both 
published by Ian Allan Ltd, Terminal House, Shepperton, 

Middx. 

IKE the train and bus annuals from Jan Allan reviewed 

in December, Ships ’Sixty Eight is an old favourite re- 
named. Despite this it remains largely a nostalgist’s delight 
with articles and plenty of big pictures on the Blue Riband, 
Thames sailing barges, tugs, ships on the India run, historic 
houseflags, paddle steamers, steamers of the Western Isles, 
and lifeboats. The modern scene is covered with features on 
container ships and the Yarrow ‘utility’ frigate. At its modest 
price this is an interesting buy for the younger shipping 
enthusiasts. 

Coastal Ships is uniform with previous Ian Allan volumes 
dealing with warships and the like. It lists all coastal shipping 
over 200 grt running under British and Irish registration and 
therefore likely to be seen in most British ports and harbours. 
Each line is dealt with in alphabetical order with brief details 
of colour schemes and houseflags, plus tabulated data on the 
ships concerned. A further section deals with European 
coastal ships, and the remainder of the book deals with tugs. 
Numerous pictures make this a further essential reference 
book for shipping enthusiasts; in fact the vessels covered in 
this book are more likely to be seen by the average Britisher 
than any others. 

















Self-propelled guns 

STURMARTILLERIE, by W. J. Spielburger and Uwe Feist. Pub- 
lished by Aero Publishers Inc, Fallbrook, Calif, and 
distributed overseas by W. E. Hersant Ltd, 228 Archway 
Road, Highgate, London, N6. Price 23s 6d, including 
postage. 

SELF-PROPELLED WEAPONS OF THE GERMAN ARMY, Part 1, 
by P. Chamberlain and H. L. Doyle. Published by Bellona 
Publications, Hawthorn Hill, Bracknell, Berks. Price 8s 6d, 
including postage. 

TPYHESE two books deal with basically the same subject, 

though they do not overlap much, mainly because Ger- 
man self-propelled artillery of 1939-45 was so prolific that 
no single book could cover the many types produced. 

Sturmartillerie, sub-titled Self-propelled guns and Flak tanks, 

continues from the previous Aero book on assault guns and 

deals with the more extemporised equipment used by the 

Germans. These were either captured foreign chassis or 

obsolescent German-built chassis—such as the Pz I or I— 

fitted with either a German or a captured gun. Thus the 

Wespe, Nashorn, Marder, and Hummel types are covered, 

together with the various Waffentragers and Flak types like 

the Wirbelwind and Grille, Apart from scores of big pictures 

—many of them quite rare—the more important types are 

also illustrated with side elevation drawings and specifica- 

tion tables. A colour section in the middle of the book gives 
some typical vehicles in action scenes, showing various 
camouflage schemes. 
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The new Bellona book, by authors well-known to AIRFIX 
magazine readers, is the first in a series which is intended to 
cover all the self-propelled weapons of the German army. 
Part 1 deals with weapons on German-built full-tracked 
chassis, and has a picture for every type plus a specification, 
Many of these are rare shots, and at its low price the book 
will be a useful reference for all military vehicle fans. 
Another Bellona venture is wargamers’ or military enthu- 
siasts’ notepaper which has a decorative heading depicti 
tanks and troops in action. This comes by post only at 6s 3d 
(postage included) for four dozen sheets. 








Arms old and new 

Lewis AUTOMATIC MACHINE GUN. Published by L. A. Funk. 
Price 11s plus 6d postage. 

Sworps AND Daacers, by Frederick Wilkinson, Published 
by Ward. Lock & Co Ltd. Price 35s. Both available from 
Ken Trotman (Arms Books), 3 Ash Close, Naphill, High 
Wycombe, Bucks. 

F special interest to gun enthusiasts, the Lewis book is, 
in fact, an exact facsimile reprint of the original maker's 

handbook on this famous weapon put out in 1916 by the 
Savage Arms Co of New York. Apart from being a com- 
pletely detailed manual on all aspects of the Lewis, therefore, 
the book has a delightful period charm complete with Savage 
Arms Co adverts of the time. There are numerous illu 
tions and a fold-out cut-away drawing of the British version 
of the gun. An interesting feature is the inclusion of several 
pictures showing the various aircraft and military mountings 
for the weapon. These show everything from the gun being 
fired by American troops from the crook of a tree to British 
motor-cycle and armoured car mounts. 

Swords and Daggers is a beautifully produced and pro- 
fusely illustrated book dealing with the development and 
collecting of edged weapons, both European and oriental. 
There are about 200 excellent pictures and detail drawings, 
plus a vast amount of information, For anyone who wants a 
good informative book on the subject, this one is hard to 
beat. 


Old-timers listed 
VETERAN AND VINTAGE AircrArFT, by Leslie Hunt. Published 
by the author and distributed by Beaumont Aviation 
Literature, 11 Bath Street, London, EC1. Price 25s, plus 
1s 6d postage. 
ATWO years ago the author of this book published a first 
edition in pocket book form which was so successful 
that it was completely sold out long before we had a chance 
to review it. This has led to a new and much larger edition 
in bound form, running to 160 pages with more than 500 
pictures, colour covers, and details of 3,350 preserved 
historic aircraft covering 1,025 types in 66 countries, The 
entries are alphabetical for easy reference so that any avia- 
tion enthusiast owning this book can look up any district he 
happens to be travelling in and see if there are any preserved 
aircraft on show locally, Serials, codes, squadron serv etc, 
as appropriate is given for each aircraft listed. A preview of 
some of the pictures appeared in AIRFIX magaz:ne’s 
Photopage during last year. Highly commended. 














British bombers 
Tue British BOMBER SINCE 1914, by Peter Lewis. Published 
by Putnam & Co, 9 Bow Street, London, WC2. Price 63s. 
NOTHER in the excellent Putnam series of aviation 
books, this is a companion volume to a similar publica- 
tion on British fighters. It follows the now familiar Putnam 
Continued on page 227 
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DHS from an 
Airfix DH4 


BY ALAN W. HALL 


I ELEASE of the DH¢4 kit in the Airfix range has come 
as a boon to the modeller interested in World War I 
and the inter-war years. Not only does it provide a very 
neat Scarf ring mounting and Lewis gun but the four-bladed 
propeller, undercarriage, and main planes will be useful for 
adaptation into a number of other aircraft models. 

The direct descendants of the DH4—the DH9 and the 
DH9A—can be made from modifying the original. Both are 
quite different in their approach, particularly the latter, and 
therefore make ideal subjects for my next two conversion 
articles. 

The DH9, the aircraft to be dealt with first, was intended 
to replace the DH4 in service. Unfortunately, the 230 hp 
Puma engine which was installed did not give a great advan- 
tage over the DH4 unit and therefore, although the aircraft 
was used in considerable numbers, it never achieved the 
popularity of the DH4 or the later derivative the 9A. 

Making an in-line engine can be a fascinating job. To 
copy the Puma power unit fitted to this aircraft required a 
great deal of study from photographs before the reduction 
in scale and detail could be achieved without the loss of 
character. In the end I found the whole thing could be built 
from scrap plastic without the use of a lathe or other 
complicated tool. 

Apart from a study of manufacturer’s photographs of 
engine installations, I found valuable reference in 
Reconnaissance and Bomber Aircraft of the 1914-1918 War 
published by Harleyford. This provided the basis for the 
drawings and also gave a direct comparison between the 
DH4 and DH9 plans. An interesting account of the many 
other variants of both aircraft can be found in Jackson’s 
De Havilland Aircraft published by Putnam, and further 
colour schemes can be found in Aircraft Profile 62. 

The work involved in modifying the DH4 into a DH9 
consists of an entire new nose forward of the gunner’s cock- 
pit, a new undercarriage and, of course, rigging. In all it is 
a fairly easy job once the engine part has been accomplished 

















Above: Michael Beckett sent us this picture of Cubitt-built 
DH9s of an unidentified unit in 1918. Further machine is 
D569:A. Note starboard cowling exhaust ports. 
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Above: Fine view of an Airco-built DH9, E619, of 98 Sqn, 

photographed on August 20, 1918. Picture submitted by 

Peter Simpson and taken by his grandfather, Lieut G. 

Banham. Pilot posing with the aircraft is Lieut Lawson 

Reason for the US marking on the cowling is obscure—can 
anyone enlighten us? 


STAGE I Glue both fuselage halves together and_ set 
aside to dry. Cut off the forward part of the fuselage at a line 
directly in front of the gunner’s cockpit. Stick in place a balsa 
wood plug 2$ inches long by } inch wide and 34 inch deep 
Leave several days to dry thoroughly, 


STAGE 2 Trace the shape of the new nose section on to 
the balsa wood plug in side and plan elevations and carve the 
new fuselage section by taking a frequent look at the cross 
sections shown in the plan, The new pilot’s cockpit is made 
by drilling a hole in the balsa and enlarging this to the shape 
required by careful use of a round file and sandpaper. Com- 
plete the operation by giving the new nose a liberal coating of 
talcum powder and clear dope filler, and sanding down to a 
fine finish 








STAGE 3 Cut a wedge-shape slot into the nose, } inch 


wide, to accommodate the engine, Paint this with the filling 
mixture and sand down later after the mixture has dried. 





STAGE 4 Making the engine. The basic construction 
comes from six ces of plastic sprue of the correct cross 
section, ie, circular and about 4 inch in diameter and 3/16 inch 
deep. Glue these together to form the cylinder block. The 
cylinder head came from square cross-section scrap plastic, 
Plastic card will do for this job, however, if no other more 
convenient material is available. The square section, 11/16 inch 
long has its corners rounded and is stuck on top of the cylin- 
ders, Next comes the exhaust system. This was made from 
stretching sprue over a candle flame until the right diameter of 
rod is obtained and then cutting and fitting this into position. 
Six small pieces, less, than 1/16 inch long, are stuck to the 
port side of the cylinders. Another piece of the same section for 
the first £ inch of the length of the engine is also stuck on, but 
this has its rear end turned downwards and is thicker than the 
forward part. The vertical radiator is made from plastic card 
and the fuel lines from finely stretched sprue. Complete the 
work by installing the engine in the fuselage wedge-shaped slot. 
Scale drawings on next page 

Construction notes continued on page 226 
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Gc Note machine gun located port side of cockpit 
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Cc 
Two-blade Airco airscrew (varnished wood) 
TH 
Hq 
Note : White outline to upper = CH ty 
wing and fuselage roundels 5 +t 
Build Armstrong Siddeley Puma engine 
from scrap plastic as described. 


Colour : Bronze with silver and black detail. 


























































































































Khaki Green Light Grey 


























































































































(upper surfaces) 
Cream Red 
(undersurfaces) (roundels) 
: Follow kit instructions for 
Medium Blue White 


(roundels) 
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De Havilland DH9 of 49 Sqn, RFC, 1918 


Fuselage cross-sections 
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we Rigging and contro! wires made 

4, from polystyrene sprue stretched 

S ZL out very fine over candle flame 
Drawings by Richard L. Ward 
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wing and tail assembly 
Dimensions : (DHS with Puma engine) 
Span : 42 ft 44 inches 
Length : 30 ft 6 inches 
Height : 11 ft 2 inches 


February, 1968 225 





DH9—from page 223 





I made the various components from either silver or black sprue. 
The result—with black cylinders and fuel lines and silver cylinder 
head and exhaust system—looked very realistic. The radiator 
was painted grey. Reference to the sketch should make all this 
clear, 







Plasticard radiator 
and cylinder head 


fuel : 
Sprue cylinders 
lines q"diameter 
Fe! deep 


STAGE 5 The undercarriage legs are made from plastic 
card as those in the kit are too short and stubby. The dimen- 
sions were transferred from the plans to a thick sheet of plastic 
card by dividers and the shape drawn in before cutting out with 
a sharp knife. After drilling the axle holes with the correct 
diameter drill the undercarriage was assembled and allowed to 
dry. Cut pegs into the fuselage ends of the legs and let these 
into existing locating holes (for the rear) or new holes cut in the 
fuselage sides. 


STAGE 6 Fuselage radiator, air intake, and starboard 
fuselage exhaust ports. All of these are made from scrap balsa 
and plastic. The former was made from plastic card with the 
lines of the radiator grille scribed into a sheet of fairly thick 
material with nail filed to a sharp point. Assembly of the 
rest of the radiator was made from thin card with the corners 
filled and sanded down, The air intake was simply a small piece 
of balsa cut to a wedge shape with the intake filed out before 
sticking to the fuselage. When dry, the exterior shape of the 
radiator was sanded down to shape. Finally the exhaust ports 
were made from sprue that had been drilled down its cross- 
section and cut at an angle. The starboard fuselage drawing on 
the front page of Profile 62 gives an idea of what this looks 
like. 
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Above: Starboard and port views of model Puma engine 


made as described above, Note exhaust ports on starboard 
side. Right: Completed model painted as the colourful 
B7620: 


STAGE 7 1: is impossible to use the DH4 kit propellor 
because even with two blades removed the remaining two are 
canted in the wrong direction. I discovered after an exhaustive 
search that the only generally available prop anywhere near 
suitable is that on the Revell Camel. The only alternative is to 
hand carve one from balsa, 


STAGE 8 Tre tail unit is assembled while other sections 
are drying out. It is important to remember that the wings are 
not completed until after painting. This is due to the complexi- 
ties of the guns and cockpit, plus the convenience of not 
having the top wing in place when painting the fuselage. 
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PAINTI NG I chose as the subject for my model the 
drawing of B7620 which appears on the inside cover of the 
DH9 Profile because this presents a pleasant challenge in 
fuselage decoration. Readers will see from the photographs 
that the green stripes on a white ground were applied before 
the wings were put in place, The white ground was painted 
first and the green was painted on spare strips of transfer 
slide which appear on most sheets not having individual slides 
for each subject. When dry this can be cut up and stuck in 
place like ordinary trans! Tail unit markings and the 
national colours on the tail (notice that these are reversed 
blue, white, red from later practice) are all hand-painted. 
The fuselage letter ‘A’ comes from a Yeoman sheet. Under 
and top wing markings come from the DH4 kit. Our draw- 
ing gives a simpler colour scheme, however. 














with the interplane struts in place on to the lower win, 
followed by the rigging. The drawings wiil give an accurate guide 
to where the rigging wires go and they are not too complicated. 
To make them, get a length of silver sprue and stretch it over 
the heat of a candle. I find that two pulls are necessary to get 
the necessary fine section, first, almost immediately after removal 
from the flame and then another a few seconds later, Each 
individual wire is measured off from the model with a pair of 
divide The required length is cut from the stretched sprue 
and is put in place by tweezers. Two tiny drops of polystyrene 
cement are put in the exact place needed by the tip of a cock- 
tail stick before offering up the individual wire. Touching up 
with the base colour is sometimes needed after this and should 
be done with great care. This method of using finely stretched 
sprue for rigging is most effective but an alternative, of course, 
is to use ‘invisible’ nylon thread. 
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New Books—from page 222 


format with numerous good pictures, small but adequate 
scale drawings, and an informative and detailed text, A listing 
at the end gives brief data on all types covered in the main 
body of the book. Emphasis is on design and development 
and the story is taken chronologically dealing with both 
RAF and FAA bomber types. We found the early history 
particularly absorbing, but the book goes right up to the 
TSR-2, offering so much information that the price of three 
guineas is modest by comparison, 


Israeli-Arab war 
THe LIGHTNING War, by W,. Byford-Jones. Published by 
Robert Hale Ltd, 63 Old Brompton Road, London, SW7. 
Price 30s, 
UMEROUS books are appearing on the amazingly swift 
Israeli-Arab conflict of June, 1967, and this one we found 
to be among the best from the military enthusiast’s point of 
view. Apart from giving a complete and detailed account 
of the political events preceding the war, the actual course of 
the campaign, and the aftermath, this one gives some good 
background material on the equipment used by both sides, 
morale, the troops, supply problems, and individual actions. 
The author was in Israel throughout the war, so uses some 
of his own experiences to add colour to the narrative. There 
are numerous maps and pictures, some of which appear to 
have been taken by the author himself. We would have liked 
to see some of the equipment identified in the pictures and 
Centurion is inexplicably misspelt throughout, but these 
points apart the account is very readable and interesting. 





Useful references 

VTOL AircrarT AND Heticoprers, by J. W. R. Taylor. 
Price 12s 6d. 

Wortp’s Air FLEETS, by David Wragg. Price 17s 6d. Both 
published by law Allan Ltd, Terminal House, Shepperton, 
Middx. 

N the now-familiar Ian Allan format, these are two more 
useful reference books for the aviation enthusiast. John 

Taylor’s book follows the usual ‘ABC’ style, presenting all 

helicopter, autogyro, and VTOL designs currently flying with 

pictures, data, and brief histories, covered alphabetically by 
manufacturers. World's Air Fleets deals, also alphabetically, 
with airlines, giving fleet histories, colour schemes, fleet lists 
and registrations, routes, and pictures of representative air- 
craft types. In short, an excellent and interesting little book. 


Ninth Air Force 
THe 9TH AiR Force IN Wortp War Il, by Kenn C. Rust. 

Published by Aero Publishers and distributed overseas by 

W. E. Hersant Ltd, 228 Archway Road, London, N6. 

Price 84s. 

TP HE story of the 9th United States Air Force began in the 

Western Desert in 1942. In the months that followed the 
9th grew from a handful of aircraft and men to a mighty 
bomber and fighter force which swept the Axis forces back 
into Europe and up the narrow leg of Italy. The famous 
Ploesti raid on the Rumanian airfields was mounted by the 
Liberators of the 9th Air Force. 

Reborn in England, the tactical knowledge of the 9th was 
joined with the strategic experience of the 8th Air Force to 
provide the vast armada of aircraft that fought its way into 
France through the Overlord beachheads and into Germany 
itself. 
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Reproduced. above is one of a set of very fine quality prints 
of five classic cars being published by Concours Prints, PO 
Box 217, Orchard Lake, Michigan 48033, USA. Others in the 
series are the Ausro-Daimler Prince Henry, Hispano-Suiza 
TIS Alfonso XIII, Mercedes SSKL, and Vauxhall 30/98. 
The prints measure 14 inches x 11 inches and are printed 
on heavy art paper suitable for framing. Price of the com- 
plete set is $5, or $1.25 for single prints. This includes postage 
in a cardboard tube. Our reduction doesn't do justice to the 
original due to loss of detail in so small a size. 

This book is an accurate story of the thousands of opera- 
tional sorties made by American aircrew during the war, It 
tells in hitherto unrevealed detail much of what went on 
behind the scenes at Air Force Headquarters and also what 
happened in the air and on the flight line. 

The author, Kenn Rust, has spent the last three years on 
research for this book and the effort has obviously been 
worth while. He has had many collaborators, both in the 
service and out, who have supplied many of the photographs 
which have untold historic value. Research has also been 
done on the markings of fighters, bombers and transport 
aircraft used by the 9th and this alone will make the book 
of value to present-day students of USAF history. 


In brief 
USEFUL publication from Hobbies Ltd is Hobbies Annual 
1968, which is excellent value for the modeller at only 
5s. Well printed and produced, it is essentially a giant cata- 
logue of hobby and modelling equipment, covering tools, 
paints, glowplug engines, boat kits, ‘do-it-yourself’ dinghy 
kits (full-size ones!), chemistry sets, radio-control equipment, 
flying aircraft models, slot racing cars, and a selection of 
plastic kits, plus many more items. 

Latest edition of The Observer's Book of Automobiles 
(Frederick Warne, 6s) by L. A. Manwaring, gives the custom- 
ary coverage of the latest products from the world’s motor 
manufacturers complete with pictures and specifications. A 
must for car fans, this. Another publication of interest to 
car fans—especially modellers—is Model Car Collector, a 
bi-monthly at present, which is available at 5s per issue from 
Anstey Models Ltd, 1 The Green, Anstey, Leicester. This 
magazine, duplicated at present, contains articles devoted 
entirely to collecting die-cast model cars, Another duplicated 
magazine is the journal of the Miniature Armoured Fighting 
Vehicles Collectors Association. This has tank articles deal- 
ing with both full-size vehicles and modelling. It is available 
only to members—details from G. Dooley, 58 St George’s 
Road, Wallasey, Cheshire. The Canadian (and parent) branch 
of the Miniature AFV Collectors Association also produce 
a bi-monthly, AFV News, but this is a printed magazine with 
pictures, drawings and articles, Details of subscriptions are 
available from George Bradford, RR2, Preston, Ontario, 
Canada. 
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FIGHTING 
COLOURS 


Part 5: Fighters from Overseas 


CONFLICT certainty caused Britain and France to place 
orders for American aircraft in 1938. After Austria’s 
fall the need became imperative. Hudsons and Harvards were 
ordered by Britain on June 22 and 23, 1938, and the French 
shopped for fighters and bombers to supplement likely pro- 
duction, and replace the archaic contraptions with which they 
mainly hoped to defend themselves. France placed large 
orders for an assortment of Curtiss Hawk 75A fighters, of 
which 291 had been delivered by June, 1940. Many air battles 
were fought using them, delivery of which began December, 
1938. In French hands these aircraft were camouflaged in 
brown and green and had light grey under surfaces. 

By December, 1939, the French order stood at over 2,000 
aircraft, and included the Curtiss Hawk 81A-1 Allison- 
powered improvement of the Hawk 75, but none was 
delivered before the German take-over. Neither were the 
675 Bell P-400s ordered in 1939, and the same was true of 
the 35 Brewster F2A-3s which the Belgians ordered and the 
Hawk 75s ordered by Norway. Many of these aircraft were, 
or were about to be, delivered about the time of the German 
offensive in 1940. The British Government grasped the oppor- 
tunity presented to obtain by direct purchase many of these 
aircraft, although it feared that poor fighting qualities would 
render many useless, except as reserves or for possible em- 
ployment at sea or abroad, Whether it really wanted them 
or not, it soon had little choice as escaping Frenchmen 
brought a motley assortment of aeroplanes, in French 
camouflage soon overpainted in the current green-brown- 
duck egg green scheme. The machines Britain bought were 
the vanguard of a vast number of American machines for 
the British forces, which were later to incorporate refine- 
ments which the conflict in Europe showed desirable. 

The combined Franco-British orderbook of March, 1940, 
had stood at 4,600 aircraft—2,440 fighters and 2,160 bombers 
of ten types. 2,440 were for Britain, which cut its order to 
2,003 when home production gathered momentum. In May, 
1940, an order for 300 Hawk 81s was switched to Britain 





AH769 photographed about January, 1941, with her port 

wing (only) painted black and the roundel thereon outlined 

in yellow. Other under surfaces duck egg green; Sky bands 

and trim. Note the es styling of the serial digits and 
letter A. 
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Top: Mohawk IV AR645 wearing grey-green fighter colours 
with Sky trim which included the small ‘spinner’. Above: 
AS430, one of the few Buffalo fighters flown in Britain. This 
has green-brown-duck egg green finish and a black spinner. 


and, since this was the best fighter that America was able 
to deliver, Britain ordered another 200. Additionally, 30 P-38 
Lightnings were ordered, and 40 of the new Bell P-39s. 

On June 8, six Brewster fighters named Buffalo were 
obtained from the carrier Berne, and instead of going to 
Belgium were shipped to Britain. ‘Shipped’ immediately 
became an important word since every aeroplane would 
have to be crated, be subject to torpedo attack en route and 
to bombing on arrival. Surprisingly few airframes were lost 
in either manner, and the big headaches which these early 
American machines gave the British were to prove even 
long lasting. 

Sometimes the aircraft arrived in natural aluminium finish 
with special protective skinning. When the Americans applied 
camouflage they often applied the wrong shades, and usually 
curious schemes making the under surface colours creep up 
the fuselage sides. For months many of the early aircraft 
hung around erection centres and MUs, and it was late 1940 
before they were flying in any numbers. 

Five Hawk 75As arrived in July, 1940, and a dozen 
Buffaloes, vanguard of 180 ordered by Britain as F2A-2s in 
1939 embracing W8131-8250 and AN168-217, most of which 
were diverted to the Far East. They were proved outclassed 
during the Japanese attacks of December, 1941. Most of the 
35 Belgian-ordered Buffaloes (AS410-437 included) came to 
Burtonwood for preparation in the summer of 1940. Many 
were transferred to the Royal Navy wearing green-brown/ 
duck egg green camouflage as applied to RAF fighters. A 
rather unkind notion existed to equip No 71 Squadron, the 
first American-manned Eagle Squadron, with Buffaloes. 
Indeed, three were issued to the unit at Church Fenton, but 
one was soon written off and Hurricanes from 85 Sqn 
replaced the Buffaloes. Overall performance of the machine 
was poor. Its .50 inch guns were changed to .303s to reduce 
weight, and the ammunition load was cut, also the fuel load, 
Apart from some trial examples at Heathrow, Buffaloes 
were rare oddities in Britain. 

In 1939, a Curtiss Hawk 75A (No 188) was tested in 
Britain. It had poor fire-power and was too slow for 
European combat British style, but it was a very manouev- 
rable aeroplane. Further extensive tests at Boscombe Down 
were flown by AR644 and AR645, for the Hawk 75As arrived 
in Britain in embarrassingly high numbers in the summer of 
1940. The trickle from France included Hawk 75A-1s with 
only two fuselage-mounted guns, 75A-2s with an extra two 
wing guns, and the 75A-3 with four wing guns, Britain also 
received 75As ordered by Norway and these, with some of 
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the earliest French machines, were designated Mohawk I. 

Possibly the 75A-2s were called Mohawk IIs and the A-3s 
Mk IIIs, although it seems likely that these early marks 
covered various anomalies. All were powered by a Pratt & 
Whitney Twin Wasp. Britain ordered Hawk 75A-4 to -8 
variants powered by the Wright Cyclone, and designated 
them Mohawk IVs. Over 100 of the latter came to Britain 
in 1940, but none flew operationally although they acquired 
standard fighter colours. For the most part a mere handful 
became noisy shapes at Farnborough, Boscombe and Dux- 
ford. AX886, BS789 and BL220, amongst others, served at 
Odiham as advanced trainers. Several that I saw flying from 
Duxford had silver under surfaces. One, BS744, that I 
recorded firing its guns at AFDU Duxford on July 13, 1941, 
had duck egg green under surfaces and the usual 18 inch 
rear fuselage band, By September it had grey-green-grey 
camouflage. 

A few Mohawks lingered almost to the end of the war on 
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Drawings by A. M. Alderson 
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Green areas are cross-hatched 
on drawings. Note yellow 
wing leading edges 


The Bell Airacobra. Depicted are two machines of 601 
Squadron in use at Duxford in October, 1941. The fuselage 
roundels on both machines were slightly smaller than the 
usual 3-foot diameter type, and seem to have been 32 or 33 
inches across, an unusual measurement. AH585:UF-O also 
had a smaller serial than usual, probably 7 inches high or 
slightly less. AH601, the lower machine, was the Squadron 
Commander's aircraft with a yellow winged arrow motif in 
place of the individual letter, Both had. the grey-green finish 
with Sky codes and adornments, 
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Top: Tomahawk IIB AK184 in green-brown-duck egg green 
scheme. Note the not unusual absence of Sky band. Spinner 
is Sky, Roundels are Type C, and the aircraft was thus 


adorned in October, 1942. Above: Without doubt the 

Mustang I was one of the most aesthetically appealing 

American aircraft of WW2, AG348 seen here was the 4th 

machine. Green-brown-duck egg green finish. Spinner 

probably brown, too, at this stage (Imperial War Museum 
photos). 


communications duties, wearing current fighter paint 
schemes, They included AR630 and AR633 used by 24 Sqn 
and later by 510 Sqn at Hendon, Mostly the Mohawks were 
disposed of to Portugal, South Africa, the Middle East and 
in particular to the Far East, where they gave very good 
service. 

The first Hawk 81A-1 Tomahawk arrived in England in 
September, 1940, It was one from 140 which the RAF took 
over from the French order. Early machines had only two 
fuselage guns, but successive improvements led to the 
Tomahawk IA and IB with heavier wing armament. Again, 
the story was the same, Here was an aeroplane that would 
be no match for the Luftwaffe, yet had some points to com- 
mend it . . . except, of course, its liking for ground loops. 
Tomahawks were arriving in large numbers towards the end 
of 1940, Whilst many were being erected, trials were flown 
and possible employment considered. Boscombe tested 
AX900 and at Duxford I found AH863 still on trials and 
firing her guns at the butts on April 5, 1941. AH861 was 
there, too, and the markings on these two typified those of 
Tomahawks. Both were camouflaged dark green and dark 
earth, and had duck egg green under surfaces, Sky spinners 
and rear fuselage 18 inch bands were worn, During the winter 
weeks, incidentally, the Tomahawks had acquired black 
under surfaces to their port wings, the underside roundels 
of which had yellow outlines. 

Tactical trials showed that the aircraft performed quite 
well at low levels. It was decided, therefore, to issue Toma- 
hawks to army co-operation squadrons, mainly replacing 
Lysanders, a process begun in April, 1941, These machines 
were coloured like those aforementioned, and typified by 
AH848 coded SP-Y (medium grey codes, unit letters forward) 
which I recorded thus marked on August 18, 1941. Brown- 
green finish was retained on the army co-operation recce- 
fighters until July-August, 1942, when the change to 
grey-green was made an Official general requirement, as 
opposed to a Fighter Command order, 

Later the Tomahawk IIA and IIB, Hawk 81-A2 and -A3 
respectively, appeared with four wing guns and two fuselage 
guns. The first version had British equipment and the second 
American. Late in 1942, Tomahawks retained their browns 
and greens, and on September 6, AH947 and AK137 at 
Bottisham in the hands of 241 Sqn, but uncoded, still wore 

Continued on next page 
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Fighting Colours — continued 


these colours, though soon after they conformed to the usual 
green-grey finish with Sky codes and trim and yellow wing 
leading edges. The Tomahawk squadrons and examples of 
their machines used in Britain were: 


Sqn Unit Code Serial Date/notes 
2 XV:S AH942 In_use 8.41; earlier aircraft were coded 
KO 
4 ot AH791 Possibly never carried any squadron 

code; 4.42 

26 RM:Y AH896 6.41 Used for offensive ops, late in 1941 

168 EK AH861 7.42. Sqn formed summer 1942; green- 
brown acft 

171 ? AK137 7.42. Possibly never had squadron code 

231 Mv? AH947 5.42. Possibly never had squadron code 

239 HB AH880 7.41 

241 RZ AK137 9.41. 241 Sqn aircraft had grey codes 

268 OE:B AH896 23.8.42; OE forward on both sides; grey- 
green camouflage. NM code probably 
carried earlier, but certainly coded OE 
from 8.42 

400 SP:Z AH756 In use 5.41 

403 KH:H AH896, In use 4.41; grey codes, Sky band, 
spinner 

414 RU:Z AH935 In use 9.41 

613 sy AH905 In use 8.41 


Tomahawks flew low-level offensive strikes, usually in 
pairs, on fringe continental targets in 1941-42. 
The Douglas DB-7 became available to Britain as a result 


Below, top to bottom: Havoc II VY-A:AHS500 of No 85 
Squadron used in the summer of 1942, hence red codes and 
serials. Havoc I (Turbinlite) ZQ-A:AW400 of the Fighter 
Interception Unit early 1942. Very light grey codes, red 
serials. Had A.J. nose aerial identical and identically sighted 
on each side of the nose searchlight rim, Havoc I (Intruder) 
YP-T:BD112 of No 23 Squadron used as an intruder in 
1941, Very light grey codes and serials. 
Exhaust stacks were a ‘burnt bronzy-grey-metal’ shade on 
these aircraft. All the fuselage roundels on the Havocs were 
basically 48 inch diameter, but there were various extensions 
or deletions of the yellow and white rings. Fin flashes were 
24 inches wide and 27 inches high. Code letters were, basic- 
ally, 42 inches high but again there would obviously be 
variations. The 8 inch high serials often at first glance looked 
unusual on the imported aircraft because the spacing of the 
digits, etc, was often non-standard. On some machines a full 
stop followed the prefix lettering, a method in which they 
were often listed in official documents. 
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of broken French contracts and a few escapees, This aircraft 
was in no sense a fighter in its early form, and the first 
machines were designated Boston I or II bombers depending 
upon engine type. There seemed initially no apparent use for 
the machines except as trainers, but deliveries built up as 
the German night blitz was reaching its climax. It was there- 
fore decided to issue the DB-7 as the Havoc I night-intruder, 
deliveries probably beginning with AX849 and AX850 to 
No 23 Squadron in October, 1940, Still in green-brown-duck 
egg green finish (quite unsuited to night operations), these 
machines carried four guns in the base of the nose which 
retained its transparency. In December, before operations 
commenced, they acquired RDM2 black finish and almost 
white code letters. During 1941, 23 Sqn completely equipped 
with Havoc intruders. 

A second use to which the Havoc was put was as an all- 
black night-fighter with white code letters which changed to 
red about September, 1941. An extra four .303 inch guns 
were fitted in the ‘solid’ nose and full ‘bow and arrow’ aerials 
on the nose and wings for A.I Mk VI, readily carried in the 
plentiful space available. A handful of Havoc Is were modi- 
fied to carry the Long Aerial Mine as Havoc IIIs, later 
known as Havoc I (Pandora). Over 30 Mk Is had a Helmore 
searchlight fitted in their shorn noses. Batteries in the bomb 
bay gave it power. Unarmed, these aircraft patrolled using 
A.I radar to guide them to their quarry, which they then 
illuminated for Hurricanes on either beam to destroy. 
Development was lengthy and the techniques took long to 
perfect, By 1942, when it came into use in ten units it was 
already being outmoded by the success of A.I equipped night- 
fighters, although it was 1943 before the Turbinlite squad- 
rons disbanded. 

Britain also took over the French order for Douglas 
DB-7As with their longer nacelles and vertical tail surfaces 
of greater area. They were powered by Double Cyclones. 
Martin Baker designed a new nose for some of these aero- 
planes, carrying 12 x .303 inch machine-guns and nearly 
100 were thus modified as fighters. 

Space permits only a very brief survey of the Havocs and 
their squadrons, for this was a most involved story. Main 
units and representative machines were: 


Sqn Unit code Example Notes 
Havoc | 
23 YP:G BB900 Intruder ;'Solid’ nose. Mid '41 
85 VY:R BJ472 ‘Solid’ fighter nose. Mid ‘41 
93 HN:G BB893 L.A.M. machine. Mid '41 
605 UP BB895 Intruder; transparent nose. Mid ‘42 
1422Fit 2 BJ497 Turbinlite trials machine. Oct '41 
Havoc II 
85 VY:A AHS00 In use in the summer of 1942 
1422Fit 2 AH483 Night-fighter trials unit 


In addition, Nos 1451-1460 Flights (later 530-539 Squad- 
rons) used a very large number of Havocs, some with 
Turbinlites and some with ‘solid’ fighter noses, Typical 
examples included BD110 (534 Sqn), BJ470 (1456 Fit) and 
BJ467 (532 Sqn), Probably all of these units carried squadron 
codes and 1457 Flt may have carried the letters JO. Unit 
codes on the Havocs were invariably carried immediately 
aft of the mainplane. Many of the Turbinlite machines were 
really Boston IIIs converted to carry searchlights, and not 
Havocs, and included W8257 and W8303 of 531 Sqn based 
at West Malling and W8398 of 1451 Fit and later used by 
530 Sqn whose unit codes are known for sure to have been 
NH, from late 1942 until it disbanded in January, 1943. 

About 80 of the 675 Bell Airacobras ordered eventually 
for the RAF were accepted for service. Poor performance 
and low engine-altitude rating made them useful only for 
ground strafing. but already Tomahawks were well estab- 

Continued on page 232 
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HISTOREX AGENTS 


The famous Polish and Dutch Lancers of the 
Imperial Guard should be available by the time 
this advertisement comes to press. Also the 
Light Horse Lancers of the Line. To the usual 
Historex standard of superb moulding, and 
historical accuracy, these new kits will enhance 
every collection of military miniatures. 


| We also have pleasure in offering to customers 
a complete spare parts service to enable them 
to animate figures, and create dioramas. 


For résumé of products send s.a.e. to 
HISTOREX AGENTS 
3 CASTLE STREET, DOVER 
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DREAM, BUT IF YOU WANT  itline pilot, ask your Careers Master 
TO BE AN AIRLINE PILOT [2 cciais: or writs [or them yourselt, 


YOU MUST PLAN NOW 
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The Principal (B19), College of 
Air Training, Hamble, Hants. 
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Fighting Colours — continued 


lished and proving less troublesome, and the Mustang was 
not far behind. The first Airacobras for trials arrived at 
AAEE and AFDU in July, 1941. DS174 was one which I 
recorded at Duxford on July 13, wearing dark green, dark 
earth and duck egg green, with Sky spinner and band. A 
few weeks later, pilots came from 601 Sqn to Duxford to 
begin working up on the new type. Delivery of Airacobras 
with dark sea grey-dark green/medium sea grey colouring 
with Sky band and spinner began at Matlask in August. 
During October, the squadron, now at Duxford, busily 
trained. Placing of squadron codes was unusual, for the 
letters UF appeared ahead of the roundels on both sides of 
the fuselage and the individual letter far forward, as on 
UF:J-AH593, UF:0-AH585, UF: W-AH602 and UF:N- 
AHS582. All the Airacobras I saw in 601’s hands had the 
winged arrow motif of the squadron painted in black on the 
white stripe of the fin, An interesting feature of this latter 
was that on some machines it sloped slightly aft, and did so 
on UF-W and AH601 the squadron commander's aircraft, 
On October 9, a handful of Airacobras detached to Manston 
made the type’s debut over France, shooting up coastal 
targets. But the operational phase totalled only eight sorties 
and an accumulation of snags led to the aircraft being with- 
drawn in March, The squadron was then at Acaster Malbis, 
and the Airacobras left for Colerne and soon joined the large 
number sent to Russia. 

Another American type which deserves mention is the 
Lockheed P-38 Lightning, for its unorthodox shape always 
captured interest. In April, 1940, the RAF ordered 150, Later 
the order was vastly increased for what seemed like a 
businesslike machine. Yet again performance was poor, and 
very few were delivered to Britain. The first two in green- 
brown-duck egg green finish arrived in December, 1941, as 
AE978 and AE979. Next month AF108 came to Boscombe. 
AF106 was there in April, after engine modifications at 
Coventry. In July, AF105 came with still further modifica- 
tions, but the lengthy development period took the P-38 into 
the time scale during which better new British fighters were 
being successfully developed. Thus the other airframes 
marked for the RAF were passed to the USAAC. 

So far, none of the American types—except the Havoc and 
possibly the Tomahawk—could be considered really success- 
ful. With the arrival of AG346, the second North American 
Mustang I, in October, 1941, it was apparent that at last the 
Americans had produced something worth a second glance— 
as well as a machine which might prove very successful. 
AG346 with a low-altitude Allison showed itself very 
manouevrable and to possess a very long range, Its good 
armament was ideal for low attack and, with an F24 camera 
installed aft for oblique photography, it was decided that 
here was the ideal replacement type for the Lysander and 
Tomahawk. AG365 arrived at Duxford in January, 1942, for 
tactical trials and comparison with the Bf 109 which, to an 
extent, it externally resembled. Low down it was very fast 
and at 15,000 feet had a top speed of 380 mph. 

Again, these fighters delivered in quantity in the first three 
months of 1942, had dark green-dark earth-duck egg green 
finish. Although I saw quite a large number of them, it was 
May 25, 1942, before I saw one (AG422 at AFDU) with a 
sky fuselage band . . . and this was for a while an oddity. 
The Mustangs also had black spinners for many months. On 
April 26, 1942, I first noted some coded examples, belonging 
to 241 Sqn based at Bottisham where they had begun to 
arrive mid-March, AG-405 was one which, like others, had 
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Top: Airacobra I AH601 being serviced at Duxford. Above: 
A line-up of 601 Squadron Airacobras with AH585;UF-O 
nearest and UF-W:AH602 next (‘Aeroplane’ photos). 


a hyphenated serial. Two machines on the field were B-RZ 
and E-RZ, looking most curious because the entire medium 
grey coding was forward of the fuselage roundels. AG367: 
RM-Z (RM ahead of the roundel both sides of the fuselage) 
I recorded at Debden on March 17, 1942, and in grey-green 
fighter colours with usual Sky trim and yellow leading edge 
stripe. 

Mustangs began low-level paired strikes on Continental 
targets on July 27, 1942, probably wearing the grey-green 
scheme. Mustang I squadrons and examples of their machines 
in the period under review, were: 

Serial Date/notes 


AM112 July, 1942. Grey-green, C1 
earlier coding UG was used 


Sqn _- Unit Code 
2 XV:V roundels; 


4 _ AG426 July, 1942, Probably no unit code 

16 = AG573 July, 1942 do 

26 RM:Z AG367 April, 1942 

169 vi AL988 June, 1942. Probably no unit code after 
a few weeks? 

170 — AL970 June, 1942. Probably no unit code 

225 wu? AG414 May, 1942. Code uncertain 

239 HB AG472 June, 1942 

241 RZ:W AG645 June, 1942; conventional code placing 
now. AG512:RZ-A green/grey finish. 
September, 1942 

268 NM? AG413 June, 1942. Probably no unit code 

400 SP:P AG521 November, 1942. Grey/green finish 

414 RU AG420 June, 1942 

613 SsY:1 AG495 April, 1942 


Some useful reference material on the American aircraft 
used by the RAF may be found in these issues of AIRFIX 
magazine: April, 1962: Harvard; July, 1962: Mustang I; 
January-February, 1964: Boston/Havoc; May, 1964: Hud- 
son; January, 1965: Curtiss fighters; February, 1965: P-36 
conversion; April, 1965: Havoc conversion; May, 1965: 
Airacobra; June, 1965: French fighter colouring; January, 
1966: Harvard conversion. 

Michael J. F. Bowyer 


Summary of fighter aircraft acquired from the USA 1940-42, 
excluding those supplied under Lend Lease. 


Bell P-39 Airacobra |: AH570-739 (about 80 of these reached the 
RAF), AP264-384 (mainly to USAAF in UK; others to USSR), 
BW100-183 and BX135-434 (mainly to USAAF in UK and to USSR), 
DS173-175 bought for evaluation and received in Britain July, 1941. 

Brewster 339 Buffalo: W8131-8250 mainly shipped direct to Singa- 
pore also AN168-217. AS410-437 mainly to Royal Navy. BB450 passed 
to Royal Navy 9.40, ex-Belgian contract. AX811-820 mainly to Royal 
Navy. 

Curtiss Hawk 75A/P-36/Mohawk Mks | to IV: AR630-694 mixed 
II/IV, AX880-898 (ex-French order; shipped overseas), BB918-937 
and BB974-979 (shipped abroad), BJ531-550 (Mk IV; mainly shipped 
abroad), Mk IVs known to have had BJ serials : BJ574, 575, 577, 581, 
582, 583, 587, 588; BK569-588 (Mk III, ex-French; shipped overseas), 
BK876-879, BL220-223, BS730-738 (Mk IV), BS744-747 (Mk IV), BS784- 
798 (Mk iV), BT470-472 (Mk IV) all these in the BS series being 
mainly disposed of overseas. LA157-158 and LA163-165 known to have 
been airframes assembled in India. 


Continued on page 242 
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Top, left to right: Williams Machine Gun, Union naval gun crew converted as 
described in text, Agar Machine Gun or Coffee Mill gun. Above, left to right: 


Two-horse limber for the Agar gun made from standard Air 





x Civil War limber, 





US Navy figures, US Navy 12-pounder howitzer on field carriage. 





US CIVIL WAR 


Michael Blake concludes his series 





M ACHINE guns played a minor 
“part in the war, but both sides 
did have these weapons and they make 
interesting additions to any Civil War 
wargames army, Excluding the Gatling 
gun, which has been covered in the 
recent series on the Zulu Wars, 
examples can be made easily from 
Airfix parts. 

The Agar was the official Union 
Repeating gun, and was also known 
as the Coffee Mill gun. It fired a .58 
cal Minie-type ball at a rate of 120 
rounds per minute. To make this gun, 
use the anti-tank gun from the Afrika 
Corps set. Cut off the handgrip, leav- 
ing it complete to form an open box. 
Cut the barrel to 15 mm, and cut the 
gun from its stand/support. Now push 
a short length of pin through the sup- 
port into the gun so that the gun can 
swivel on it. Trim the shield to 7 mm 
wide, Cut the rear leg to 8 mm and 
bend straight, to form the aiming 
handle, Push another pin through the 
breech and bend it to make the firing 
handle on the right side. The handgrip 
is now stuck on top of the breech, 
widest side parallel with the shield to 
make the gravity feed bullet hopper. 
For the carriage, take an Airfix 
Artillery carriage and stick two trunks 
from the Wagon Train set cut to fit 
over the axle for ammunition boxes 
on the axle either side of the stock. 

The gun fits into the trunnion holes 
by the protruding ends of the trimmed 
front support. The gun was pulled by 
a two-horse limber, made from the 
artillery limber with the pole cut to 
25 mm. 

The Williams Machine Gun was the 
‘secret weapon’ of the Confederates. 
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It was 1.57 cal, with a fire rate of 60 
rounds per minute. The barrel and 
breech must be scratch built from ball 
pen refill and wood. Make the breech 
from a 13 mm length of ball pen refill, 
and the barrel from a 20 mm length of 
obeche wood inserted in the tube, so 
that 15 mm protrudes. A short length 
of pin pushed through the breech end 
becomes the aiming handle, and a 
firing handle is also made from a bent 
pin as for the Agar gun, The mounting 
is made from a narrow section of 
larger ball pen refill cut through to 
make a clip (see drawing) with a 
length of pin through to fix into the 
carriage. The carriage was the one- 
horse shafted mountain howitzer type, 
made as described in the January 
issue, with the cheek tops cut level 
with the stock to remove the trunnion 
grooves. 

Crew for these pieces come from 
the Artillery Crew, ie, the two figures 
without rammer or handspike. 








Marines and Sailors 

Marines and sailors, mainly Federal, 
took part in a number of amphibious 
operations, and served on board ship 
and as gun crews in forts. A contingent 
of Yankee Marines was at first 
Manassas. 

Federal Marine full dress was dark 
blue shako and frock coat, with white 
cross belts and blue grey trousers. 
Large gilt epaulettes, red trim on 
jacket collar and cuffs, red trouser 
stripe, red pompom and brass badge 
and trim on shako, and brass breast 
plate completed the outfit. Note that 
the cuff trim was of the flap type, not 


“V’ shape as with the other services. 
To make marines, use Union Infantry 
figures with kepis cut off level with 
peaks and shakos from sprue stuck 
on. Pompoms are from pin heads, and 
frock coats are built up from Barbola. 
Officers wore a kepi and frock coat, 
with white sword belt. For these use 
the Airfix officer with slouch hat 
trimmed to form a kepi. 

Yankee sailors wore a blouse (called 
a ‘frock’) with large flap collar at back, 
trousers and flat sailor’s cap, all in 
white or blue. Armament was a cut- 
lass, carried in a frog on left hip and 
single shot box lock percussion pistol 
in the belt. Sailors can be made from 
Union Infantry with heads from 1914 
British Infantry, Remove the peaks 
from the caps, and back packs, haver- 
sacks, canteens and any coat detail 
below waist. The flap collar line is cut 
across the back, and into ‘V’ shape at 
front. Neckerchiefs are painted on, 
and cutlasses from scrap plastic and 
pistols from bent pins added as neces- 
sary. Figures with rifles can either have 
them removed completely, or short 
sections can be left in the figure’s hand 
to represent pistols, Thus the kneeling 
figure retains a short piece of his rifle 
in his right hand, and the left arm is 
twisted down so that the hand rests 
on the knee. The ‘stabbing’ figure has 
all rifle detail removed, and is given 
a cutlass in his right hand. Officers 
wore a peak cap and frock coat in 
undress and Airfix officers can be 
used, with heads from 1914 British 
Infantry with peaks retained. 

Confederate marines wore the regu- 
lation style uniform with black trim 
on jacket collar and cuffs and black 
trouser stripe. Single-breasted fatigue 
jacket was grey with light blue or 
black trousers. On board ship, a grey 
sailor’s cap with black band was worn, 
and on land a kepi in light blue or 
grey with black band was worn. Ger- 
mans of 1914 in flat caps, with un- 
wanted details removed and the boot 
tops trimmed down to make trousers 
to the feet make excellent marines. 
Heads from Union Infantry can be 
added for shore service marines. 
Officers wore double-breasted frock 
coat in grey with collar, cuffs and coat 
edges trimmed in black. Shoulder 
epaulettes were gold cord with red 
inside the trefoil (see drawing). Waist 
sash was crimson with gold and crim- 
son fringe, Trousers were sky blue 
with black stripe. Headgear was black 
soft cap on board and black kepi 
ashore. 

Confederate sailors wore grey jacket 

Continued on next page 
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Civil War naval uniforms and gun equipment. All colours given in text. Key, left to right: A—US Marine; B—US Navy 

officer: C—US or Confederate blue jacket, front view; D—US or Confederate sailor, rear view; E—Confederate Marine 

officer's epaulette: gold lace with red centres inside three larger loops; F—12-pounder howitzer and carriage; G—Agar 
Machine Gun; H—Williams Machine Gun. F, G, and H not to scale, dimensions in text. 





US Civil War—continued 





and trousers, or grey frocks with white 
collars and cuffs, black neckerchiefs 
and hats. Officers wore grey coats, and 
grey or white trousers. 

The gun normally used for landing 
operations was the light 12-pounder 
howitzer on a field carriage. To make 
this piece the artillery set is utilised. 
The barrel must be shortened to 
22 mm and the elevating rod removed. 
A length of pin through the breech 
button becomes the new elevating 
screw. Shorten the axle equally to 
21 mm, recut wheel grooves, and bend 
the trail to curve and recurve as in 
the drawing. Remove the towing ring 
and replace with 3 mm of ball pen 
refill, Cut a 7 mm slot in the trail 
clear of the end and insert a 6 mm 
diameter wheel made from _ plastic 
card. Finish the carriage with two wire 
strengtheners, one each side from 
stock to axle. The wheels are front 
wheels from the Wagon Train wagon, 
Crew come from the Artillery crew 
converted as for sailors. 


Engineers 

Engineers played an important part 
in both armies. Seige operations and 
defences, amongst other things, were 
their problems, and the equipment 
used includes items which can be made 
or converted. Chevaux-de-frise were 
used in defence lines and to block 
roads, etc. They were logs drilled 
through at right angles for projecting 
sharpened stakes. Use 44 mm lengths 
of balsa about 4 mm thick with pins 
every 3 or 4 mm as stakes. Basket sap 
rollers were filled with earth and rolled 
in front of sappers digging towards 
enemy emplacements. These can be 
made from hair rollers ‘requisitioned’ 
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from sisters, wives or girl friends. The 
roller should be about 15 mm wide, 
33 mm long, and suitably filled and 
painted, 

Sappers can be obtained from the 
figures with spades and pickaxes from 
the Afrika Corps set, trimmed and 
painted appropriately. 

First world war French Infantrymen 
with spades, when converted as des- 
cribed in the Infantry article, can be 
used as ‘press-ganged’ Zouaves. 

Service colour for Confederate 
Engineers was buff, so give Rebel 
Engineers kepis and trim of this 
colour, The officer's waist sash, when 
worn, was red. 


Further aids 

The American Civil War modelling 
enthusiast can do no better in books 
than buy the excellent Arms and 
Equipment of the Civil War by Jack 
Coggins, published by Doubleday & 
Co. This details in text and drawings 


almost every piece of equipment used 
in the conflict. Centennial Album of 
the Civil War by M. Pakula contains 
useful uniform information but is 
expensive. 

The Confederate High Command is 
a society devoted to the study of the 
war, and despite its name caters for 
both Northern and Southern enthusi- 
asts. Details can be obtained from 
Secretary Marcus Hinton, ‘Rowsley’, 
River Road, Taplow, Maidenhead, 
Berks. I must gratefully acknowledge 
help from the members of the CHC 
in preparing these articles. 


Previous articles in this series : October 
1967—infantry figures and uniforms. 
November 1967—cavalry regiments and 
uniforms. December 1967—Confederate 
and Union artillery. January 1968—medi- 
cal and supply depts plus bands and 
mountain artillery. Please note that the 
old 1963 and 1964 issues advertised last 
month are now all sold though some 
1966 and 1967 issues are still available 
from the editorial office at 2s 6d per copy. 
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Top, left to right: US Navy officer, three US Navy sailors adapted from Union 

infantry with British 1914 heads, Confederate Marine officer, and US Navy 

gunner with rammer, wearing cutlass. Above, left to right: Chevaux-de-frise and 

basket sap roller, flanked by Confederate engineers converted from Afrika 
Corps figures. 
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KITS AND MODELS 


QUARTER SCALE LYSANDER 


H AWK’S recently produced model of the Westland 

Lysander in 1:48 scale has now become available on 
the British market. It is a well moulded, accurate replica of 
the full-sized aircraft, having almost 60 parts produced in 
green plastic, 

In quarter scale the interior of the Lysander’s cockpit can 
be given the full treatment and Hawk have provided the 
basis on which to work. Accurate shapes for the seats, panel 
and central fuel tank are provided as are the mounting, 
ammunition pans and Lewis gun in the rear cockpit. Unfor- 
tunately, the floor is missing but can be easily made from 
card. Elsewhere the engine is well detailed and the character 
of the fuselage panels well produced. 

The decals represent an aircraft of No 16 Squadron, 
14806, seen in May, 1940, and involve the model maker in 
painting the underside of the port wing black and the star- 
board white. The sheet of transfers itself is accurate and 
well printed. 

Although this kit is accurate in outline, there are one or 
two minor items that may have been included without too 
much extra effort on behalf of the manufacturer. These 
include the message hook, which was a standard fitment on 
Army Co-operation aircraft at that time, and appeared on 
the starboard side under the rear of the fuselage. It can be 
added by the detail-conscious modeller but he will be harder 
pressed to make the transparent panels which appear in the 
rear fuselage close to the leading edge of the fin. Similarly, 
the landing lights and gun ports in the wheel-spats are 
missing. With a wing span of just over 12 inches, the Hawk 
Lysander retails for 13s 9d and is good value. BMW Models 
of Wimbledon have supplies. AW.H. 


POWER DRILL 


Most plastic modellers would count a big power drill 

something of an unnecessary luxury, and we must 
admit that having had a Black & Decker Powerdriver on 
loan for test over two months we were unable to find any 
occasion when it could help us directly to assemble any 
plastic kit that came our way! For the record, however, the 
Black & Decker Powerdriver is an impressive piece of 
machinery which drills holes—very fast—up to 3 inch dia- 
meter in steel or bricks, and up to ¢ inch diameter in wood. 
It works direct off the mains with trigger control and a 
pistol grip, weighs 3} lb, and is an easy and pleasant machine 
to handle, There is no very small drill in the vast range of 
drills available in the Black & Decker range, and the speed 
and heat generated makes its acquisition pointless to anyone 
who makes plastic kits only. 

However, for anyone who counts plastic kits as only one 
interest and who does work around the home, maybe makes 
model railway baseboards and so on, such a drill would be 
a very worthwhile investment. We assembled a bookcase 
from planks in a couple of hours, using the Powerdriver to 
drill out holes in the ends for dowelling in little more time 
than it took to line up the planks. Using a hand-drill the 
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same job would have taken days, even if we’d bothered to 
attempt it. Thus the Powerdriver has a most definite value 
for the home handyman. For anyone who has wished for 
a lathe, for instance, Black & Decker make a suitable stand 
which takes the drill in a clamp to provide the motive power. 
There is an astonishing range of accessories including count- 
less drills, sanders, buffers, saws, clippers, and stands. The 
Powerdriver itself costs £5 10s, but there are many other 
models in the range as well. Anyone requiring further details 
can obtain a free illustrated catalogue from Black & Decker, 
Cannon Lane, Maidenhead, Berks. C.0.E. 


MORE HUMBROL PAINT 


LATEST in the new Humbrol Camouflage colour range 

covers World War I aircraft colours and consists of 
RFC Green (the familiar khaki-green of RFC and RNAS 
aircraft), ‘Clear Doped Linen’, German Pale Yellow, German 
Green, German Purple, and German Light Blue. Like the 
previous releases, these will certainly be an invaluable 
addition to the modelling stock of aircraft enthusiasts, In 
passing, it is worth mentioning that the purple included in 
the set would also be applicable to German tanks of the 
period (with other colours, of course) and the German 
Green of the set is similar to field grey of German uniforms. 
These are quick drying matt paints, sold only as a set at 
9s 6d for the six colours. A pamphlet is included, C.0.E. 


MONOGRAM TRIO 


"THE introduction of 1:72 scale kits by Monogram has 

obviously been welcomed by modellers. Always praise- 
worthy for the interest and accuracy shown by this company 
in their larger offerings, the latest venture into a smaller 
scale has not changed this commendation. 

Three kits have been made available to us for review 
though there are others on the market, These three are the 
Bearcat, Tigercat, and Curtiss P-36A. Each one is excellent 
in its own way but we preferred the Tigercat for its superb 
detail and accuracy of fit. The only fault that could be found 
in this 40-part kit was slight inaccuracies around the engine 
nacelles which tend to end rather abruptly and not in a 
more rounded shape revealed from a close study of photo- 
graphs, Markings for the kit are simple. A ten-part decal 
sheet provides insignia for an aircraft which it is believed 
was used for test purposes and is presumably one of the 
pre-production batch. Modellers will soon find alternative 
squadron markings, and there is always an interesting con- 
version to make in the night fighter version with its modified 
nose shape. Price is 13s 9d. 

The Bearcat, too, is a delightful kit both to build and 
decorate. It contains 32 parts accurately moulded even down 
to the pilot figure which is one of the points almost univer- 
sally badly treated by the manufacturers. Again our 
criticisms are rather small but it is as well to advise model 
makers where accuracy is concerned, as true perfection is 
the ultimate goal for anyone working in this field. The model 

Continued on next page 
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New Kits—continued 





provides cannon in the wings similar to the F8F-1B which 
had 420 mm weapons fitted in the purely post-war variant. 
The decal sheet, on the other hand, depicts Lt Cdr Caldwell’s 
aircraft of VF-20A, an F8F-1 without the cannon, It is a 
simple matter to break the offending parts off before sticking 
the wing halves together but this point should have been 
mentioned in the kit instructions. A good photograph of the 
kit aircraft appears in Profile No 107. Price is 9s. 

The Hawk P-36A is the latest in a whole spate of these 
aircraft put out by the leading manufacturers. As such we 
feel it has a very slight edge on the Heller variant which we 
liked as much as any until the arrival of this one. The decal 
sheet features an aircraft of the 94th Pursuit Group similar 
in fact to the sheet issued by ABT decals some time earlier. 
The kit is accurate and although the wing joints do not come 
together as well as they might, the rest of the kit deserves 
high praise. Price is 9s. BMW supplied our samples. 4.W.H. 


FRENCH STALWART 


Moet recent military model to come to hand is a very 
fine die-cast replica of a Berliet Aurochs, which is, in 
fact, the French-built equivalent (under licence) of the Alvis 
Stalwart military amphibian truck. Made by the French firm 
of Solido, this is a superbly detailed model complete with 
radio aerial, opening hinged roof hatches, fully fitted cab 
interior, tow hook, and independent spring suspension on 
all six wheels, This latter feature looks most realistic when 
the model is pushed over an uneven surface. Finish is matt 
dark green with French army numberplate. Three crewmen 
figures are provided and can stand in the hatchways or in the 
rear of the vehicle; all are in diving dress. The model is to 
1:43 scale and does not look at all out of place with 1:48 
scale military vehicles, Our sample was supplied by Grand 
Prix Model Raceways Ltd, 122 King Street, London, W6, 
who hold stocks of this and other Solido military models 
(including the M47 and Soviet PT76). The Aurochs costs 
29s 11d, postage extra. C.O.E. 


WESTERN WAGONS 


NTERESTING new release from UPC is a range of four 

new ‘Wild West’ wagon kits to 1:40 scale, comprising a 
covered wagon, a medicine wagon, a stage coach, and a 
chuck wagon. We received the first two of these for review 
and found them to be nicely moulded replicas of the types 
of vehicles familiar from Western films. The covered wagon 
is drawn by yoked oxen and is complete with a mounted 
cowboy outrider and wagon passengers, Detailing is good, 
with the complete chassis depicted including the brake and 
brakeshoe, plus a saw, bucket, rifle, and other equipment. 
Painting instructions are given on the ‘exploded’ instruction 
sheet. The medicine wagon is drawn by two horses and is 
complete with a ‘quack’ selling his wares, a cowboy, Indian, 
and onlookers, 

Though to 1:40 scale, both models would go with 1:32 
scale figures like Britains cowboys or Historex soldiers if 
the figures and animals provided in the kits were replaced. 
In addition both kits provide an inexpensive set of spoked 
wheels and other components for enthusiasts who might 
wish to build up other wagons utilising the parts. In parti- 
cular, the covered wagon would convert quite easily into a 
British-style 19th century farmer’s dray. The kits cost 8s 11d 
each and are available from Grand Prix Model Raceways 
Ltd, 122 King Street, London, W6, postage extra. C.O.E. 
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COMPREHENSIVE COLOUR RANGE 


READERS will have seen from BMW advertisements 
that they are now marketing a new series of enamel 

paints for plastic aircraft modellers. There are 66 different 

colours available in 2 oz tins which retail for 2s each. 

The new colours, which are manufactured in France, are 
indexed by an identifying letter and number on the lid of 
each tin. The actual colour on the lid appears to differ in 
some cases from that which is inside and prospective pur- 
chasers should obtain the four-page list of colours available 
from the retailers before making a purchase. 

The colour itself brushes on well but appears to take at 
least two hours to dry hard. Where matt colours are con- 
cerned this quality is well done and if carefully applied no 
brush marks can be detected. We did not have the oppor- 
tunity to test the matt black. Similarly, no silver was sent for 
test purposes. This colour is almost surprisingly absent from 
the range and only a matt silver is obtainable in the Japanese 
range. 

Other colours worthy of note are a matt yellow for RAF 
trainers, a Zinc Chromate for USAF interiors and a metallic 
grey black, none of which can be purchased in the more 
popular ranges. The national camouflage schemes which are 
available from this paint range are French, Luftwaffe, US 
Air Force and Navy, Japanese, RAF, Italian, NATO and 
Finnish. A.W.H. 


DECAL SHEETS 


ENTION was made in the January issue of the new 
AIR Decals which have recently become available on 
the American market. This month comes news of a further 
five sheets which add considerably to the previous range 
and give the modeller a really comprehensive collection of 
decals for all types of United States aircraft models. 
Sheets No 6 and 7 of the new series contain 1:72 scale 
(on the former) and 1:48 scale (on the latter) USAF stars, 
neutrality flags and Vietnam mini-stars for the camouflaged 
USAF aircraft. Also included are rescue arrows, ‘beware of 
blast’ markings and ejector seat triangles. Both retail for 
$1.25 and in the 1:72 scale sheet there are over 60 stars of 
15 different sizes. The price seems high but the selection is 
large and varied. One of these sheets will keep the average 
model maker going for some time. 

Sheet No 8 contains 1:72 and 1:48 Air National Guard 
markings, Both black and white lettering is included ranging 
from ~ inch to 3/32 inch in five sizes. There are several 
alphabets and the Minute man symbol often used on ANG 
aircraft. Price: $1 for a sheet 6 inches x 10 inches. 

Sheet No 9 is an extension of the first sheet issued by 
AIR Decals. It contains black lettering for the words 
‘USAF’ and ‘MATS’, ‘MAC’, ‘Pacific’, ‘Atlantic’, ‘Continen- 
tal Air Divisions’ in white for tail insignia. ‘US Army’, ‘US 
Navy’ and ‘Marines’ come in sizes from 3/32 inch to } inch 
in both black and white. The size of the sheet is 8} inches x 
11 inches and costs $1.25. 

The last of the new sheets, No 10 in the series, contains 
USAAF and USAAC roundels used from 1921 to 1942. 
There are over 55 stars in 12 different sizes and the sheet 
costs $1. 

We cannot do more than recommend these excellent decals 
most highly. It is unfortunate that, as yet, there is no British 
agent importing them in bulk, so potential purchasers will 
have to obtain an international money order for the required 
amount and order direct, The American distributor's address 
is AIR Decals, Box 303, Pemberton, New Jersey 08068, 
USA. AW.H. 
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YOUR INV ERNATIONAL 
MODEL MAIL ORDER HOUSE 


Suppliers to the British and Overseas Governments 


EXACT REALISM 


IN EVERY SINGLE TIN 


FINNISH 
AIR FORCE, 
COLOURS 
RELI Dark c 
RFL2 Light Blu 


GERMAN 
COLOURS 
1938.44 


JAPANESE 
COLOURS: 


Rt Jungle Green en 
RING Nato Sky Blue 


N.A.T.0. COLOURS. 
STOPPEL DECALS 


1/72 fram Denmark 


3/6 each 


Danish Rounde 
ID/Letters for 
Egypt, Japan 


and Flag. 
nmark, Soviet Union, 


STANDARD = —j i 


Ru Metallic Blue 


FRENCH 
COLOURS 


F1 Khaki Ochre 


Is for Israel, China (NAT) 
stralia WW1T 

Roundels tor 

Dominica 

Roundels for Netherlands, Portugal, 

Czechoslovakia. 

Roundels for Belgium, Bolivia, Ethiopa, 

1O/Letters white for rk, Soviet 
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IMPORTED AFV’s —REALLY WONDERFUL KITS 
AND OF COURSE ALL AFV's BY AIRFIX, MINITANKS, ETC. 


UNS Mianighe Blue 
merete Grey 

EASY TERMS GND Medium Blue 

are available 

for all orders 


over £5, 


1/58 scale 11/9 each: — 


8,1, M42 Hunter Tank; 8.2. Hunter 
Tank; 8.3, Crusader Tank; 8.4, 1235 
Long Tom; 8.5, $US7 Stalin Tank; 
8.6, M24 Tank; B,41 Type 61 Japan: 
ese Tank; 8.42 M4 Sherman Tank 
8.43 M47 Patton Tank; 8.44 T10 
ISHII Stalin Tank; 8.45 M48 Medium 
Tank; 8,46 Tiger | Tank; 8.47 M44 
Walker Bulldog Tank; 8.48 Type 4 


Medium Tank; 8.49 Panzer Medium 
Tank. 


MIDORI 1/76 Scale 2/11 each 


8,34 T54 Russian Tank; 8.35 Stalin 
HI Tank; 8.96 Anti-Aircraft Tank; 
8.37 M4B Patton Tank; 8.38 Tiger 
‘Tank; 8.39 75mm Assault Gun Tank; 
8.40 PzKwV Panther Tank. 


1/95 by TAMIYA 
8.7 T10.JS III Stalin Tank 45/-; 8.8 
TSS Russian Tank 29/11, 8.9 T34 
Russian Tank 24/6;B.10 M41 Walker 
Bulldog Tank 24/6; 8.11 Chiet 

Tank 45/-; B.12 Seorpion Armoured 
Car 15/11; B.13 Coventry I Arm 
oured Car 15/11; B.14 Saladin Arm 
ured Car 17/11; 8.15 MB Armoured 
Car 17/11;B.16A.M.X.30t0n French 
Tank 29/11; B.17 AMX, D.CA, 


FROG AIRCRAFT ALWAYS IN STOCK 


Black Series 2/7 each, 1/72, 
F.152 GA: Hotspur; F.183 Miles 
Magister | Trainer; F.154 Hawker 
Sea Fury; F.185 Dewoitine 0520¢; 
F.156 Fokker 021; F.157 Morane 
Saulnier; F,158 Macchi M.C. 202 


Foigore; F,164 Supermarine 5.6.8. 


PROFILES armour 


AIRCRAFT » IN PROFILE 


PROFILES 


Late December: 
Pfaiz D.XII 
Avro 504 (Part 1) 
Bloch 151, 152 
Douglas A-20 Series 
(&a to Boston 111) 
Heinkel HE 162 
Lockheed P2V 
Neptune 


BMW MODELS, 


February, 1968 


F.168 0.H. Comet: F.169 0-H. Gipsy 
Moth; F173 BleriotXI:F.174 Gloster 
Whittle; F.188 Hawker Hurricane 
11¢; F,189 Hawker Tempest Mk V; 
F340 Miles Master il; F341 Percival 
Proctor IV; F389 Hawker Typhoon 


F390 Republic Thunderbolt; F,391 


1 Tank Mark IV 


AP 
AP 
AP 

P 


4 T.3 Christie 
5 Cromwell Mk. 4 
6 M.24 Chaffee 


2 PanzerKampfwagen 
VI Tiger | (H) 
3.M.4 A3 E8 Sherman 


Curtiss Kittyhawk; F.392 Mitsuibishi 


Zero; F.394 Supermarine Spitfire Il, 


Red Series 3/7 each, 1/72 
F161 Fairey Barracuda: F.162 Black 
burn Skua; F.166 Ryan Spirit of St 
Louis; F.167 Westland Wallace; F.178 


2/6 


EACH 


French Light Tank 24/6;8.18 Russian 
'SU100 Assault Gun Tank 24/6; B.19 
M4B Patton Tank 45/:; 8.20 M4 
Sherman Tank 29/11; 8.33 A.M.X. 
105 French Light Tank 24/6; 8.50 
Rommel Tank 29/11 


Made by NITTO 1/36: 
8.51 US Army Half Truck 24/6 
B.52 US Personnel Carrier 24/6 


Messerschmitt 410; F.320 Hawker 
Hunter; F321 North American Sabre; 
F.325 De Havilland 0.H.110; F.328 
Hawker Sea Hawk; F330 Vickers 
‘Supermarine Attacker; F.331 Fairey 
Gannet; F.332 English Electric P.1; 
F.333 Fairey Delta 2; F.335 West 


AP11 Light Tank Mk. VII 


Late December; 
AP12 AMX.13 
AP13 Renault F.T. 


Tetrach 


AP14 Fiat-Ansaldo M 13/40 


AP15 Infantry Tank 


pr 


Made by NIAHON 1/35 27/6 each 
8.27 M24 Chaffy Scout Tank; 8.28 
Russian Stalin Tank JS Hl; 8.29 
Japanese Type 61 Tank. 


Ls 1/35: 
8.26 British Army Abbot Gun Tank 
24/6, after Jan, 31 29/11 


TAMIYA 1/21 “The Big Ones” 
8.21.4 Sherman Tank 69/11; 8.23 


land Wessex; F.336 Airspeed Oxtord; 
F 337 Bristol Beaufort. 


Green Series 5/2 each, 1/72. 
F151 Douglas Boston; F.160 Junkers 
£88; F.165 Bristol 138; F.177 Heinkel 
219; F,339 Martin Baltimore, 


Pekw3 German Tank 69/11; 6.53 
75mm Assault Gun Tank 69/11 
B.54 155mm A:2 Gun 32/6, 

1/21 with remote control 

8.25 Big Shot 119/11; B.26 German 
Panther Tank 119/11 


With remote control by Niahon 1/20 
8.56 German Tiger Tank 110/-; 8.31 
MA1 Bulldog Tank 110/:; 8.32 Jap. 
anese Type 61 Tank 110/: 


SEE ALSO 
THE 
BACK COVER 


Orange Series 6/2 each, 1/72. 
F.159 North American Mitchell; 
F.163 Vickers Vimy: F.170 Northrop 
Black Widow: F.175 Southern Cross: 
F.338 Martin Marauder 11; F.359 
Avro Lancaster (1/96 scale), F.172 
1/72 Avro Shackleton 17/6, 


PRICES QUOTED ARE SUBJECT TO POSSIBLE INCREASE 


HIS AIR DEC & A.B.T. DECALS 
Owing to the devaluation these are 


‘old price 3/6 now 5/-, old 
Tle now 10/-, We regret this 
unavoidable increase. 


POST & PACKING: 
Up to 10/-, 1/-; 
Up to £1, 2/ 
Up to £2, 2/-; 
Up to £4, 4/-; 
Up to £5, 6/-; 
Over £5 post 
free. 


Al 

AP 7 A7V Sturmpanzer- 
wagen 

AP 8 PanzerKampfwagen 

IV Tiger | (H) AP18 Hanomag Sd.Kft 

AP 9 T-34/76B 251/1 APC 

AP10 Chenillette ‘Lorraine’ 

Postage: 1 copy 6d.; 2 copies 9d., and 3d. extra per copy. 


Mk. 11 Matilda 
AP16 Carden Lloyd Mk. IV 
AP17 M.3 Half-Track APC 


01-542 7707 


327-329 HAYDONS ROAD, WIMBLEDON, LONDON,  S.W.19 LIB 7707 
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More rare pictures from readers with 
captions by Michael J. F. Bowyer. 
A free Airfix kit is awarded for every 
picture published, but please note 
that there is usually a delay of some 
months before publication due to 











the limited space at our disposal. 


pin, the thicker part of which is 
pushed into the top half of the figure, 
and the point pushed right through the 
lower half leaving about a quarter of 
an inch projecting to attach to the 
horse (see diagram). The Arab lower 
half, if used, will need to have the 
robes cut away so as to leave rather 
baggy trousers. The US cavalryman 
can be left as he is. Once the figure is 
securely pinned and glued to either an 
Arab or US cavalry horse, the lower 
mail or scale armour can be added by 
using thin flakes of Plasticine spread 
around the thighs to represent the 
mail skirt to protect the legs. 

The effect of mail or scale armour 
is obtained by making small depres- 
sions in regular lines around the 
Plasticine armour with the end of a 
sharpened matchstick. The whole 
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A—Armoured horse archer. Dotted lines indi- 
cate Plasticine chain mail. B—Sling detail 
with ‘shot’ from blob of cement. 


of this section should be given a 
coat of banana oil in order to ‘fix’ it, 
remembering not to press in the 
banana oil too much, as this will 
smear the Plasticine. The quiver and 
sword are glued back in place, the 
quiver high up on the back as shown. 
A small round shield has been added 


u6 


























Key to numbers: Michael Beckett submitted 
pictures showing (1) Avro 504J, B3155, with 
silver finish and unusual spinner; (2) DH4, 
B7964, a rebuilt aircraft from No 1 Aircraft 
Repair Depot, Sth Farnborough; (3) DH9A, 
£9727, built by Mann Egerton of ‘Norwich. Ali 
were pictured in the Rhineland in 1919; can 
anyone identify the units? (4) Stirling IV 
PW443:5G-Q refuelling at Shiabah on the way 
to Allahabad with freight, Sept 1945. (5) 
Another Stirling IV, LK554, stranded at El 
Adem with engine trouble en route to Shep- 
herds Grove from Shiabah, Oct 1945. Both 
pictures by Malcolm Flack taken while he 
was with 299 Sqn. (6) A flight of ‘midnite 
blue’ Corsair IVs of 1846 Sqn, FAA, flying 
from RNAS Sembawang in late ‘1945. 'D" on 
tail signifies HMS Colossus. Picture by Clay- 
ton Butler. (7) Fairey Battie L4935 was the 
first_ built by Austin at Longbridge. Picture 
by R. Hodgkinson 


to all my figures, but this is optional— 
there were many permutations of 
bow/shield/sword/lance, ending up 
with the Byzantine cavalry, who 
carried the lot, and armour as well! 
In the figure shown the projecting 
brim at the rear of the helmet has been 
cut down so as to leave him with a 
round pointed helmet. 

Colouring of this figure can be 
silver or aluminium for the armour, 
tinged with dark blue (matt) to repre- 
sent iron, or bronze. The breeches can 
be almost any colour. Horse trappings, 
saddles, and so on can be quite sober, 
or really flamboyant, according to 
taste. Straps, boots and scabbard can 
be painted to represent leather, while 
the figure himself should be rather 
swarthy, for preference, and with a 
‘full set’ beard. 


AIRFIX magazine 








Typhoon markings 


ITH reference to last November’s 
cover photograph of Hawker 
Typhoon 1B HH-N, EK 13?, Dirty 
Dora, 1 can supply some additional in- 
formation. 

Firstly, the airframe number is EK 134. 
In January, 1943, this aircraft still had 
an ail-white nose, but after its move to 
Odiham on January 14, this was painted 
green and grey again, and the black and 
white underwing striping was added. At 
this time the spinner was left not sky 
but white. It would be tempting to sug- 
gest that not only was the spinner white, 
but that the rear tail band was also of 
this colour, as the two appear to be the 
same colour—the spinner definitely was 
white, both through official policy at the 
time to avoid confusion with the Fw 
190, which also gave rise to the under- 
wing stripes, and through the first-hand 
account given to me by the father of a 
friend of mine about his experiences 
with 175 Squadron aircraft — but his 
records make no mention of the colour 
of the tail band. 

At this time the squadron codes were 
in sky, the ‘4’ of the serial being painted 
over the first ‘H’ of the code. 

While at Colerne in April, 1943, E 
was damaged in the region of the s 
board fuselage roundel. When it 
repaired, this area was repainted, but the 
paints used came from a different batch, 
and it can be seen that there is quite a 
difference in the shades under the roun- 
del from the shades elsewhere. It was 
also necessary to repaint a part of the 
squadron code id as no sky paint was 
at that time ilable all the codes were 
repainted in light grey paint, of which 
there was plenty, It was here that the 
‘4 of the was obliterated, and 
either because of an oversight or through 
lack of time the ‘4’ stayed hidden. 

As I have said, the above information 
is only the data from another person’s 
records, but there is no doubt in my 
mind that it is accurate, especially as it 
explains all the anomalies shown in the 
photograph, 

Malcolm Oliver, Ruislip, Middx. 
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Michael Bowyer writes: A most in- 
teresting letter. It could well be that the 
spinner is white, although it is difficult 
to decide by looking at the illustration, 
but I would question the matter of a 
white rear fuselage band. There were 
always anomalies in aircraft markings, 
but of the many Typhoons and Spitfires 
that I had close access to I never saw 
one with a white band. The shades of 
sky varied however from pale to almost 
white after the introduction of this par- 
ticular_shade (more correctly called Sky 
Type S to differentiate it from the duck 
egg tones of mid-1940). 

My remarks about the toning of the 
green beneath the starboard roundel were 
really intended to discourage modellers 
from producing Typhoons in the rather 
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Letters to the Editor selected for publica- 






tion itle the senders to each receive 
a fr Airfix plastic construction kit of 
their choice. We are always pleased to 


receive your comments and pictures, 
which will be considered for publication. 
Submitted material and pictures can only 
be returned if accompanied by a stamped 
addressed envelope. and the Editor can- 
not accept responsibility for safe keeping 
of any such contributions, neither does 
he necessarily agree with comments 
expressed by correspondents in the 
letters columns. Please note that any 
letters anticipating a reply MUST be 
accompanied by a SAE or stamp. 





garish shade of green elsewhere evident. 
The grey on this particular machine is 
certainly what became officially known 
as ‘Ocean Grey’, a shade of dark sea 
grey with a bluish tone. I think that at 
the time when this particular aircraft 
was in use this shade was still known 
as dark sea grey, but re-named. Not all 
home based fighters wore it however, but 
Typhoons and some Hurricanes em- 
ployed on offensive duties wore it whilst 
those for home service somewhat hypo- 
thetically had the other shade. Mr 
Oliver's remarks make most interesting 
reading; would that others could con- 
tribute such excellent’ comments on 
photographs, etc. 


Rawlplugs 


I WONDER how many readers have 
discovered the usefulness of Rawl- 
plug: Coming in different sizes and 
thicknesses they are just right in texture, 
colour, and scale to represent logs in 
00 and HO scale. A bundie of them tied 
together with cotton makes an excellent 
crib for mounting on World War 1 
tanks, Some of the other model uses for 
Rawlplugs that I’ve discovered include: 
(a) as loads for model railway wagons 
and goods yards; (b) as rafts with Airfix 
00 scale soldiers; (c) for building realis- 
tic log cabins, lean-to sheds, and stock- 
ades, etc, in 00 scale; and (d) as barri- 
cades or obstacles in wargames. One 
hundred 14 inch Rawlplugs cost only a 
few shillings. Rawlplug also make an 
excellent cheap plastic wood which 
spreads very easily. 

P. L. G. Ware, Pinner, Middx. 


Whirlwind fittings 


HAVE only just received the Novem- 

ber, 1967, issue and it was with sur- 
prise and interest that I read M, 
Verrier’s letter. I must take up the 
cudgels for accuracy with regard to his 
description of the interior and fittings of 
the ASR Whirlwind. Behind the pilot 
and working towards the sharp end, the 
following equipment is found: Verrys 
cartridges (pistol by navigator’s right 
foot), cockpit lighting console, UHF-1/C 
controls and then VHF selectors and a 
Decca flight log on the cockpit coam- 
ing. Crew’s immersion suits are as stated 
though the winchman’s is sometimes all 












yellow. 

What Mr_ Verrier described as 
‘weapons attachment points’ are, in fact, 
Schermully flare points to illuminate the 
area benea:h the aircraft in the event of 
a night engine failure. 

I liked Mr Dodsworth’s airfield scene 
(same issue), but what about a trolley 
accumulator? This delightful method of 
breaking an erk’s back and increasing his 
command of English is issued even to- 
day by MOD and is supposed to be used 
to start aeroplanes, No good airfield is 
without a few. 

Fit Sgt A. More, 1563(H) Flight, 
BFPO 53. 


Father’s aircraft 
ON looking at the picture of the 
Sunderland III in the Photopage 
feature last month, I discovered that it 
was the machine in which my father flew 
as top gunner with 201 Sqn from Castle 
Archdale, Loch Earn, Northern Ireland, 
before the aircraft was handed over to 
10 Sqn RAAF, 
Paul Kirkwood, Leyton, London E10, 


Steering Porsche 


T may be of interest to others, to 

. learn that it is possible to improve a 
litle on the Airfix static kit of the 
Porsche Carrera 6, by filing the square 
pegs on parts 21 and 22, until they are 
almost round; and filing also the corres- 
ponding holes in parts 15, 16, 19 and 20. 

The foregoing modification makes it 
possible for the wheels to ‘steer’ from 
side to side. 

Personally, I found the Porsche model 
otherwise satisfactory and I look forward 
to the possibility of Formula 1 cars being 
produced in the same series. 

J. Browne, Blackpool. 


Churchills at Alamein 


N your August, 1967, issue, Peter 
Chamberlain mentioned the fact that 
three Churchill Ills were used at the 
Baitle of El Alamein, but does not men- 
tion their fate. They were, in fact, 
organised as a troop and were attached 
to 7th Motorised Brigade for testing in 
desert conditions. They took part in only 
one action. This was an abortive attempt 
by the Bays to take Point 33 and the 
result of the engagement was that one 
Churchill was knocked by an 88 mm 
and the main armaments of the other 

two were destroyed. 
J. C. Appleton, London, SW20. 


Not a Topsy 
- WAS interested to see in Photopage 
for August, 1967, the rare photo of a 
Topsy from Mr G. V. Potts. But I think 
the aircraft must be a Hichory. The 
Ki-57 Topsy was a variant of Ki-21 Sally 
and the wing and undercarriage of Topsy 
were basically similar to those of the 
Ki-21. The main undercarriage of the 
Continued on next page 
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Letters—continued 





21 was similar to that of the Dakota 
anil not a single leg. The Ki-54 Hichory 
was a trainer produced in four variants 
as follows: Ki-54-KO (pilot training), 
Ki-54-OTSU (weapons trainer), Ki-54- 
HEI (transport — with no top turret), 
Ki-54-TEI (Coastal Command trainer). I 
think Mr Potts’ picture is of the Ki-S54- 
HEI variant. 

Akita Kikuchi, Saitama, Japan. 
Mr Kikuchi may well be right—can 
anyone else verify thisR—EDITOR 


Wrong codes 

N the Fighting Colours article, page 

108, of the November, 1967, issue, a 
Spitfire, L1059, coded OU-B men- 
tioned, As no other mention is made of 
this code I would like to query it. 
Should it be UO as given for 266 Sqn 
on page 110 in the same article? I would 
like to take this opportunity of con- 
gratulating Mr Bowyer for a truly excel- 
lent series of articles which, as a 
modeller, L find most useful. 

R. F. Barker, Loughborough, Leics. 

Yes, you're right, it should be UO. 
We misprinted.—EDITOR. 











Track corrosion 


OTICING Koyu Go's letter about 
L corrosion caused by Airfix tank 
tracks, I recalled two methods I’ve found 
successful in stopping or slowing down 
the action, For those who prefer moving 
tracks, soak the complete tracks in a 
weak detergent solution overnight before 
fitting them to the model, Meanwhile, 
paint the bogie wheels, etc, and allow 
to dry thoroughly. This delays corrosive 
action, I've found, by up to 9 months. 
When you notice corrosive action start- 
ing, try removing the tracks and soaking 
once more, 

In the second method, soak the track 
as before and then coat in clear varnish. 
Fit the tracks and then paint the com- 
plete suspension, tracks as well. This 
does, of course, mean that the moving 
parts are sacrificed. 

P. J. Charlton, Aylesbury, Bucks. 












Halifax error 


N the Halifax drawing in the Decem- 
ber issue, the outside PICD blades are 
the wrong way round, Also this error is 
repeated in the front elevation of the 
inner engine nacelle. The vertical blade 
is twisted the wrong way. 
Barry Jones, Birkenhead. 
Yes, our mistake, Humble apologies. 
making this model should 
reverse the twist in_the blades as men- 
tioned above-—EDITOR 








Bus models 


TPHE October issue has just reached 

me and I was most interested in Nor- 
man Simmons’ article on 00 scale bus 
modelling, as several years ago I made a 
considerable number from postcards. 
These, alas, are now destroyed, but I 
recall that | solved Mr Simmons’ prob- 
lem of how to cut out the curved 
corners of windows. There were in fact 
two methods. One was to use a leather 
punch of the right circumference to 
punch out the corners, joining these 
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Reader Victor Young sent this picture of 
a M3 Half-track being loaded aboard an 
Israeli freighter for shipment to Israel in 
November, 1967. One of a large 
ment, it appears from its ‘mint’ con- 
dition, bronze green finish, and registra- 
tion, to be ex-British army reserve stocks. 





holes with a knife cut in the usual way. 
For my own use I had an ordinary 
screwdriver shaped at the blade end by a 
mechanic friend and I use this as a 
punch, not being able to afford a proper 
leather punch. This method takes all the 
tediousness out of this part of the job. 

I did not use Mr Simmons’ ‘sandwich’ 
method for the bodywork as I felt it 
took too long, and I sometimes drew the 
entire body in one continuous strip on 
a length of card thus requiring it to be 
bent at all corners except the one where 
it was glued, This did away with cutting 
at least four different sides. The old half- 
cab jobs were more demanding than the 
full-fronted designs which are a blessing 
to the bus modeller! 

The problem today is the wheels. Pirat- 
ing these from an Airfix kit would cost 
a fortune, especially New Zealand! A 
firm called Modelcraft produced scale 
wheels and sheets of hub designs as well. 
I would really like to know whether any 
such are still’ available, or whether any- 
one knows of a similar supply. I hope 
many more Bus Model articles appear. 

J. C. Mulvagh, Lower Hutt, 


F New Zealand. 
Ex-WD vehicles 


I EADERS might be inter in the 
following ways of ‘civilianising’ the 
Matador and Quad kits. These offer tre- 
mendous scope to the modeller, as they 
are not standard vehicles. The details 
given below are for vehicles used by the 
Dorset County Council. 

The Matador is used by the Roads 
and Bridges Department, and has dark 
green cab and chassis with body sides of 
silver. The model is made up exactly as 
in the kit, but the cab hatch is blanked 
off, and a small winch is added to the 
front bumper. 

The Quad has a peau made of 
a rectangular piece of plastic card bent, 
and angled to the nearside. This is 
attached to the front bumper with two 
small pieces of plastic sprue. An orange 
flashing light is added to the cab roof, 
and the whole thing is painted gloss 
yellow. 

















S. Palmer, Gillingham, Dorset. 


Nylon rigging 
DIGGING improves greatly the 
authentic look of yeteran aircraft 
models, but many modellers omit this 
step, being afraid of spoiling their almost 
finished model. Cementing nylon thread 
on to plastic is generally recommended, 
but I don’t find this procedure a clean 
and safe one, as polystyrene cement 





doesn’t stick to nylon well. To overcome 
this difficulty I prepare a thin plastic 
rod, sanding down one of its ends slightly 
conical. Care must be taken to keep the 
cross section as circular as possible, 
which is best accomplished by sanding 
the rod chucked into an electric drill. 
The conical end must fit tightly into 
small holes (I use a 0.5 mm drill) drilled 
in places, where the rigging wires are to 
be attached. After pulling one end of a 
nylon monofilament thread through the 
hole, I dip one end of the rod into 
liquid polystyrene cement (or other sol- 
vent) for 1 or 2 seconds, and press it 
into the hole too. The thread is fixed 
instantly and the next attachment can be 
made immediately thereafter. Excess rod 
and thread is cut off with a razor blade 
when dry. Careful modellers will fill the 
holes on the reverse side with a small 
bead of body putty and finish the whole 
operation with a light touch of paint. 

My drawings illustrate the principle. 
Dr Ivan Stepanek, Brno 12, 
Czechoslovakia. 


i 
ZIM 


Above: Sketches illustrate the three 
stages of reader Stepdnek’s method of 
rigging with nylon monofilament. 


SHERMAN BOOK 
Readers will be interested to hear that the 
popular history of the Sherman tank serial- 
ised in AIRFIX magazine in 1966-67, is to 
be published in book form next month by 
Arms and Armour Press. Greatly expanded 
with bigger pictures than could be included 
in the magazine, the book will also feature 
specifications, production summaries, draw- 
ings, and a revised text. Further details of 
the book titled The Sherman—an illustrated 
history of the M4 Medium tank, by Peter 
Chamberlain and Chris Ellis, will appear in 

our next issue. 
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MODELTOYS 


PLASTIC KIT SPECIALISTS—ASSOCIATE MEMBER 1.P.MLS. 


Aircraft 


R47 F8D Crusader 


Hasegawa 


R28 FIM2 Pete Float Plane 1/75 4/11 
R30 Emily Flying Boat 1/72 49/11 
Tamiya 

R25 J2M3 Raiden (Jack) 1/72 4/11 
R26 Ki-44 Shoki (Tojo) 72 4/11 
R27 J7W1 Shinden 72 4/11 





R35 C6N1 Myrt 1/48 19/11 


Nichomo 

R44 *P-51D Mustang 
*De-luxe kit in clear plastic, with in- 
terior detailing in three colours. 


1/48 19/11 


R41 A6M5 Zero 1/48 12/11 
R40 P-51D Mustang 1/48 12/11 
Ls. 

R17 Judy D. Bomber WV75 4/11 
R18 Oscar Mk. | 1/75 4/11 
R19 Oscar Mk. II W750 4/11 
R20 Zero Mk. 21 75 4/11 
R21 A6M2-N Rufe 1/75 4/11 
R23 G3M3 Nell Bomber 1/72 19/11 
R45 L3M1 Civil Nell 1/72 19/11 
R46 G3M1 Nell (Mk. 21) 1/72 19/11 


Special New Kit of the Month 

MITSUBISHI FiM2 PETE FLOATPLANE, 1/48 
SCALE .. . BY TAMIYA at their best . . 
Beautifully moulded, with fine surface detail, 
and absolutely accurate outline shape. Engine 
cylinders made in two banks, each cylinder 
having a separately moulded head, and all 
other usual features we have come to expect 
from this manufacturer. Six alternative 
finishes given in instruction sheet, with the 
decal sheet providing all the various unit 
markings. As enhusiasts ourselves we can- 


not say enough for this kit. PRICE 19/11 
R43 Kawanishi N1K2-J Shiden 
Kai (George) 1/35 23/9 





R42 Mitsubishi Zero Mk. 52 1/35 23/9 
Two ideal companion models for Revell's 
large Spitfire and BF 109. Fully rectractable 
undercarriage, separate flying controls, slid- 
ing cockpit ‘canopies, separate nav. and 
ident. wingtip lights. (Both can be motor- 
ised if required, with the addition of the 
Mabuchi E.13 motor. Price 3/11.) 





Heller 

Bloch 152. D520. MS406 1/72 5/11 
Amiot 143 1/72 15/11 
Bloch 174 1/72 15/11 
Breguet 693 1/72 15/11 
Leo 451 1/72 15/11 
Hawk 

Lysander 1/48 14/9 
Bearcat 1/48 14/9 
Spitfire Mk. 22 1/72 4/= 
Revell 

G.D. FIIIC with R.A.A.F. 

Insignia 1/72 12/8 
F4-K Phantom (R. Navy) 1/72 8/8 
Spitfire Mk. | 1/32 14/3 
M.E.Bf 109-F 1/32 14/3 
JU88-4 (or D-1) 1/72 8/8 
Curtiss P-40E 1/32 14/3 
Marusan 

Jake Floatplane 1/50 8/11 
F86D Sabre 1/50 8/11 
Ki-46-111A Dinah 1/50 8/11 
Monogram 

F8F Bearcat 1/72 10/6 
P-51B Mustang 1/72 10/6 
A-1E Skyraider 1/72 14/9 
F7F-3 Tigercat 1/72 14/9 
M.E.Bf 110E-1 1/72 14/9 
F4U-4 Corsair 1/48 22/6 
SB2C Helldiver 1/48 22/6 
SBD-5 Dauntless 1/48 22/6 
F6F-5 Hellcat 1/48 22/6 
F4F-4 Wildcat 1/48 14/9 
Spitfire Mk, IX 1/48 14/9 
M.E.Bf 109E 1/48 14/9 
F.W. 190A-5 1/48 14/9 
P-51B Mustang 1/48 14/9 
Lindberg 

Arado 234 Blitz 1/72, 8/1 
M.E.410 





Midor 1/76th scale 


4 T-54 Russian Tank 2/11 
Bas Sialin 11 Tank 2/11 
B36 Wilvel Wind AA Tank 2/11 
B37 M.48 Patton Tank 2/11 
B38 Tiger Tank 2/11 
B39 75mm. Assault Gun 2/11 
B40 PzKw V Panther Tank 2/11 
Nichomo motorised 
B41 Japanese Type 61 1/55 11/9 
B42 M4 Sherman Tank 1/55 11/9 
B43 M47 Patton Tank 1/55 11/9 
B44 JS111 Stalin Tank 1/55 11/9 
B45 M48 Patton Tank 1/55 11/9 
B46 Tiger 1 Tank 1/55 11/9 
US Army Ordnance Truck 4/32 29/11 
Nitto 1/35th scale motorised 
B51 US Army Half Track 24/6 
B52 US Army Personnel Carrier 24/6 


Tamiya remote-controlled—2 motors 
B24 PzKw3 Tank 1/21 119/11 


B26 Panther Tank 1/25 119/11 


And now a truly fantastic model 1/25 scale 
JAGD PANTHER SELF-PROPELLED 
ANTI-TANK GUN 

Once again Tamiya have given us a splen- 
did model, working suspension, separate 
nylon track links, twin Mabuchi power, fine 
detail, excellent finish, decals included. 


119/11 
Niahon Hobby 5 Action Models 
B27 M24 Chaffee Tank 1/35 27/6 
B28 JS111 Stalin Tank 1/35 27/6 
B29 Type 61 Jap Tank 1/35 27/6 
Tamiya motorised 
B 1 M42 Hunter Tank 1/55 11/9 
B 2 192 Destroyer Tank 1/55 11/9 
B 3 Crusader Tank 1/55 11/9 
B 4 7235 Long Tom 1/55 11/9 
B 5 SUS7 Stalin Tank 1/55 11/9 
B 6 M24 Chaffee Tank 1/55 11/9 
B 7 JS111_ Stalin Tank 1/35 45/- 
B 8 T-55 Tank 1/35 29/11 
B11 Chieftain Tank 1/35 45/— 
B12 Scorpion Armoured Car 1/35 15/11 


B13 Coventry 11 Armoured Car 1/35 15/11 


B14 Saladin Armoured Car 1/35 17/11 
B15 M8 Armoured Car 1/35 17/11 
B18 SU 100 Assault Gun 1/35 24/6 
B19 M48 Patton Tank 1/35 45/- 
B20 M4 Sherman Tank 1/35 29/11 
B23 PzKw3 Tank 1/21 69/11 
B33 AMX 105 F. Tank 1/35 24/6 
B50 Rommel Tank 1/35 29/11 
B53 75mm Assault Gun 1/21 69/11 


DECALS. A.B.T. Decals, Stoppel Decals, 
S.A.A.D. Decals, A.!.R. Decals, Authenti- 
cals 


PROFILES 

All published Profiles in stock. 
New Releases as available each month 
Aircraft to No. 168 2/- each 
Aircraft from No. 169 
Armour in Profile 2/6 
Postage: 1 copy, 6d.; 3d. for each eagle 
tional copy. 





NEW HUMBROL PAINTS 


All the new Humbrol camouflage-paint 
sets in stock; six authentic colours per 


set 9/6 per set 
1R.A.F. (E.T.0.) 8 Japanese A.F 
2 Luftwaffe 9 U.S.A.F. 
3.U.S.A.A.F./ (Vietnam) 
U.S.N. 10 Military 
4 Fleet Air Arm Vehicles 
5 R.A.F.(O'seas) 11 Military 
6 French A.F. Uniforms 
7 Italian A.F. 12 W.W.I. Aircraft 
Humbrol Body Putty 2/9 tube 
Humbrol Flatting Agent 2/- tube 


POSTAGE and PACKING 


(UK rates only) 
Up to 10/-, 1/ 
22/- to £5, 5/. 


IMMEDIATE MAIL ORDER 





10/ to 22/-, 2/-; 
over £5, no charge 














246 Kingston Rd Portsmouth 


February, 1968 


Portsmouth 61469 
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Ex-US fighters—from page 232 





Curtiss Hawk 81/Tomahawk : AH741-880 (Mk 1), AH881-990 (Mk 
IIA), AH991-999 (Mk IIB of which 24 went to USSR), AK100-570 (Mk 
11IB—some to AVG, others lost at sea or to Egyptian Air Force), 
AM370-519 (Mk IIB mainly to AVG in China), AN218-517 (Mk IIB— 
many to USSR and Middle East), BK852-853 (Mk 1). 

Douglas DB-7 Boston/Havoc 1: AE457-472 (AE458-463, AE465-469, 
471 known to have been converted to Havoc | but mainly left with 
clear nose—some used as trainers for bomber crews after conver- 
sion); AW392-393, AW400, AW401, AW404, AW406—all Havoc I, ex- 
Boston Il; AW411, 412 both Havoc | (Turbinlite); AX848, AX851 
(Boston 1s converted to Havoc 1); AX910-918 (Boston | converted to 
Havoc |); AX921, AX923, AX924, AX930, AX936, AX974, AX975 (Boston 
| converted into Havoc 1); AX924 and AX930 converted to 
Havoc | (Turbinlite): BB891-895, BB896-904, BB907-909, BB911-912 
(converted to Havoc | ex-Boston |; BB897, 899, 907-909 to Havoc | 
(Turbinlite): BD110-127 (Boston Is converted to Havoc |; BD110, 111, 
120 to Havoc | (Turbinlite); BJ458-477, BJ485-501 (French Boston 
order; converted to Havoc |: BJ460, 461, 467, 469, 470 to Havoc | 
(Turbinlite)), BK882 Havoc | (Turbinlite), BK883 (Havoc | Intruder 





MILITARY BOOKS 


GERMAN MILITARY UNIFORMS & INSIGNIA 1933-45. 227 pp. 
Many drawings and photos. 70s. Od. post paid. 
TANK DATA. Aberdeen Proving Ground Series. 240 pp. 
Over 125 full-page photos. 75s. Od. carr. 
DIE DEUTSCHE INFANTERIE 1939-45. Von Manstein. 332 pp. 
Hundreds of photos in this fabulous companion volume to 
PANZERTRUPPE. Text is German. 63s. Od. carr. paid. 
STRASSENPANZER (German Scout Cars). Vol. 5 in the ARMOR 
Series. 52 pp. Approx. 100 photos. 24s. 6d. post paid. 
DER RUSSLANDKRIEG. Paul Carell. Hundreds of photos, many 
in colour. 465 pp. 83s. 6d. carr. paid. 





Write for lists, or visit our showroom 


W. E. HERSANT LTD. 
228 ARCHWAY ROAD, LONDON, N.6 
CHEMISTRY 


LOTT’S APPARATUS 


You can enlarge your Chemistry Set 
with the wide range of REAL Labora- 
tory Apparatus available—included are 
57 different chemicals and over 80 pieces 
of apparatus. 

LIST AND POSTAGE FREE 
Obtainable at Toy Dealers everywhere 
or write for List enclosing addressed 
envelope to :- 


LOTT’S BRICKS LTD. 
Dept. AF I, Watford, Herts. 














and LAM), BL227-228 Havoc |, BT460-465 Havoc |, BV203 Havoc |, 
DG554-555 Havoc |. 

Douglas DB-7 Havoc II: W8274, W8277, W8317, W8328, W8341, 
W8352, W8366, W8369, W8393, W8396, AH431, AH432, AH434, AH437, 
AH445; AH446, AH447, AH450-53, AH455, AH458, AH460, AH462, 
AH470-73, AH478-79, AH481, AH483, AH487, AH490, AH491, AH497, 
AH500, AH502-3, AH505, AH509-10, AH512, AH518, AH520, AH523-25, 
A528-29; AH431, AH432, AH434, AH436, AH444-47, AH450-51, AH453, 
AH460, AH468, AH470, AH472-73, AH478-79, AH483-84, AH491, AH497, 
AH503, AL750, AL774, AL778, AL780, all Turbinlite equipped Mk. IIs. 

Also operated in a fighter role were these Boston III intruders: 
'W8256, W8262, W8264, W8266, W8268, W8278, W8281, W8283, W8284, 
W8290, W8292. Some Turbinlite equipped Boston IIIs in the W series 
were W8257. W8265, W8275, W8276 and W8300. In addition the 
following were Boston IIIls converted into ‘solid nosed’ night-fighters : 
W8274, W8277, W8317, W8328, W8341, W8352, W8366, W8369, W8393 
and W8396 

North American Mustang 1: AG345-664, AL958-AM257, AP164-263. 

Lockheed Lightning: 143 Mk | ordered as AE978-AF220 and 524 
Mk lis as AF221-744. Of these very few reached Britain, although 
many flew with British serials and quite a number in RAF camou- 
flage. AE978, AE979, AF105, AF106 and AF108 certainly reached Britain 
for trial purposes. 


RFIN=:MiRR 


NEW LOW PROFILE TYRES 


Cat. No. 
650 


Price 
2/3 per 


Scale 
1/32 


1/32 
1/32 


6.50 x 12.70 x 15 in. 
High Hysteresis Rubber parr 
6.50 x 12.70 x 15 in. 651 3/—per 
M.R.R.C. Closed Cell Sponge Palr 
7.00 x 12.70 x 15 in. 653 2/3 per 
High Hysteresis Rubber paln 
7.00 x 12.70 x 15 in. 654 3/-per 
M.R.R.C. Closed Cell Sponge Pale 
The above tyres fit our wheels Cat. No. 8023. 


1/32 


3/- per 
pair 


AI Bale 


1/24 7.00 x 12.50 x 13 in. 656 
High Hysteresis Rubber 

1/24 7.00 x 12.50 x 13 in. 657 
M.R.R.C. Closed Cell Sponge 


The above 1/24th scale tyres fit our 
Aluminium wheels, threaded } 825 


per 
2/6 pair 

Please send 6d. for catalogue and name of nearest stockist: 
To 29 Ashley Road, Boscombe, Bournemouth, Hampshire. 


Name 
Address 











Please send me 


NAME .... 
ADDRESS 





THE EASIBINDER—17/6 post paid 








1 enclose cheque/P.O. for ... 


AIRFIX MAGAZINE BINDERS 


for last year’s issue are ready — send for yours TODAY! 


THE EASIBINDER is designed to bind copies of AIRFIX MAGAZINE as you receive them 
month by month, eventually providing a handsome bound volume for your bookshelf. 
Quick and easy to operate, the copies are bound into place by a thin steel wire and 
locked together tightly by a patented device, that allows the binder to open completely 
flat for easy reading. Strongly made with stiff covers and attractively bound 
Leathercloth and Milskin, the binders have the title Gold Blocked on the spine. 


in red 


ORDER FORM 


To: PSL Publications Ltd, Brooks House, Upper Thames St, London, E.C.4. 


+... AIRFIX MAGAZINE Easibinders at 17/6 each post paid. 
Signed ......... eee 
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AIRFIX magazine 





AIRFIX 


magazine 








RATES: 5d per word. Minimum charge 5s 
BOX NUMBERS: 1s 10d extra charge 
All advertisements must be prepaid 


Classified Adverts 


Please address your correspondence to: 
AIRFIX MAGAZINE Classified Advertisement Department 
Brooks House, Upper Thames Street, London EC4 


Closing date for next issue — February 5 





PERSONAL 
Haye you a model railway? If so, you must read Railway 
Modeller monthly 2/6d, Each issue packed with Show-you- 
how articles and descriptions of other people’s layouts to 
help and encourage you to get the most from your own line, 
From Model Shops and Newsagents everywhere. Send 6d 
for specimen copy to Peco Publications, Seaton, Devon. 


FOR SALE 


Stamp Collectors: Stamp Bargains on approval, from 5 a Id 
to half catalogue. Pollock, 71a Stoats Nest Road, Coulsdon, 
Surrey. 

100 to 1” HMS ‘Glory’ carrier £4, models all scales and 
periods made to order. Box No 26S. 

148 Aeroplane Spotters, between issues 46 and 217. Offers 
with sae. Hosker, 34 Newton Road, Isleworth, Middlesex. 
Military and Civil Aircraft Photographs. Lists 3d. SAE 
please. T. A. Brown, 45 Clifton Road, Southall, Middx. 

1/72 Aircraft. 160 World War II models for sale. Also three 
modern wood-glass aircraft display cabinets. 44 Selworthy 
Road, Castle Bromwich, Birmingham. 

Airfix Magazines No 1—Jan 68. Offers. 24083584 A/T Hills, 
C Coy 5 Term, AAC Carlisle, Cumberland. 

Armoured Fighting Vehicles, Aviation, Car Profiles—2/6d 
each (35 cents USA) plus 1/- (15 cents) per 6 issues postage; 
Aviation 1-168, Cars 1-78, 2/- (30 cents) each plus postage; 


Catalogues 4d (10 cents): 
St Leonards, Sussex. 

The Real Thing—Not Models, German WWII and American 
Civil War Militaria, Nazi Waffen-SS Ski Cap Badge—12/6d; 
Luftwaffe Sharpshooters Badge—12/6d. Full illustrated list— 
1/9d. 30 Durham Road, Bromley, Kent. 

Model Trains ‘OO’, ‘HO’, ‘TT’. SAE List. Collinge, 9 Cran- 
ford Close, Exmouth, 


Bookshop, 116 Bohemia Road, 


WANTED 


Airfix Magazines. January, February, March, April, May, 
August 1964 and January 1965, Pay 3s each if in good con- 
dition, Crew, 1 Forest Gate, Pewsham, Nr. Chippenham, 
Wilts. 

Employment wanted for young man, 20 years of age who is 
an enthusiastic model maker, used to modelling accurately 
to scale, requires permanent position in model making firm. 
Please write to T. Mitton, 1 Wells Road, Bradley, Bilston, 
Staffs. 

Airfix Magazines, all issues from Vol 1 No 1 to Vol 8 No 1. 
Vol 6 Nos 2 and 12, Vol 7 No 1 to 5 incl. excepted. Will pay 
highest prices for magazines. Send your list to: Allain Joly, 
179 sud, Ste-Angélique, Joliette, Quebec, Canada, 

Airfix Magazines, June 1960-July 1965. Will pay £5. L. 
Westerman, 58 Denton Road, Audenshaw, Manchester, 
Lancs. 











GREAT BRITAIN 
2/6, 5/- and 10/- FREE 


This packet of stamps is given absolutely FREE to all genuine 
applicants for my superior used British Colonial Approvals 
enclosing 4d. in stamps for postage. 

Overseas Applications Invited. 


D. L. ARCHER (A) 
2 Litchfield Way, Broxbourne, Herts 


M:LITARY VEHICLE PLANS — 1:76 scale 


No. 41. SCAMMELL HEAVY BREAKDOWN 10 TONG x 4. 

No. 42. SCAMMELL_HEAVY GUN TRACTOR 10 TON 6 x 4. 

No. 43. LEYLAND RETRIEVER 3 TON6 x 4. G.S. 
No. 44. LOYD CARRIER. 


1/6 Each or 4 for 4/6 Post Free in U.K. 
Church, ‘Honeywood’, Middle Road, Tiptoe, 
near Lymington, Hants. SO4 OFX 











SHEET R.1. Full markings in 1/72 scale for ISRAELI Mirage 111c, 
for JORDANIAN A.F. Hunter 6, also for SYRIAN A.F. MIG 21 
Price 4/- (U.K.), U.S.A, and’ Canada 1 Dollar (inclusive of 
AIR MAIL). 
Z.4 sheet. 1/48 for No 3 Sqn. and 261 Sqn. Gladiators and 
No. 25 Sqn. Fury. Price 7/6 U.K. and 1 Dollar U.S.A. and Canada. 
Both sheets NOW in stock. 


P.O.s etc., to: 
BCM/REP DEC, LONDON, W.C.1 








BELLONA WARPICS have acquired the business trading 
as Warpics. Send for the NEW and revised catalogue 
price 6d. post free. 


Only items listed in the new catalogue can be supplied. 
NOTE NEW ADDRESS 

BELLONA WARPICS 

P.O. Box 1, Wargrave, Berkshire 


ND 
63 











February, 1968 








US 


OT eorime eR aeA eT eT aD 
RE eee ieee ae 
Face ete ee ees 
mn eae ens 


Le ecole Tr ae 
SOUTHPORT, Lancs., England. 


ORDER FORM 


To: AIRFIX MAGAZINE (Advert. Dept.) 
Brooks House, Upper Thames Street, London, EC4 





Please insert the following advertisement in the next 
issue of AIRFIX MAGAZINE. | enclose my remittance of 
s. ......d. (5d. per word, minimum 5s.) 


If you wish to preserve your copy, please write on a separate sheet of 
paper. 


SMALL ADS — BIG RESULTS 


If you have a spare model, kit, magazine or anything else of 
interest to modellers, why not sell it or exchange it? Or if it’s 
something you want, why not ask? You can do both for only 
5d. a word (minimum 5s.) in a classified advertisement on 
this page. AIRFIX magazine reaches enthusiasts all over the 
world (even behind the Iron Curtain) so the chances are that 
someone, 


somewhere, will have—or 
advertise. 


want—just what you 
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semi! | BEATTIES of LONDON 





for this 
fabulous 15 BROADWAY, N.14 
ey 112 HIGH HOLBORN, W.C.1 
aircraft 28 CORPORATION STREET, MANCHESTER 
magazine 
First issue Send large envelope to N.14 with 6d. stamp 
| February 25, for following FREE LISTS: 
1968 
MINITANKS 
3/- 
Quarterly MODEL RAILWAYS and 
RACING CARS 
rr : MODEL BOATS 
AIRCRAFT ILLUSTRATED will contain over 40 pages 
of fascinating articles and pictures . . . buy the open- GENERAL HOBBY LIST 
ing issue and see for the first time unique photo- 


graphs by World War | VC James McCudden and 
many other rare and high quality pictures and MINITANKS AND TAMIYA TANKS 


features, including an outline history of the RAF in 


this its 50th anniversary year. SEND LARGE STAMPED ADDRESSED 


TERMINAL HOUSE ENVELOPE FOR NEW PRICE LIST 
LENE OSCSE §=SHEPPERTON, MIDDLESEX 


[om mm mm mm fm mm mmm fm mmm mm fmm | mmm mm mmm mlm lm lm lilies 
. . 














fl 

[al . 
5 * Our AIM is to satisfy YOUR demand : 
: from our extensive range of model kits : 
i A few of the latest from | 
: Ernest AIRFIX: Cars — The Mako Shark 

: Monkeemobile | @ 16/6 

f 


Ss The Ford J Type J 
e@rwilc Aircraft — H.E.177, 8/6. F111, 7/- S.M.79, 7/- 


MIG21, 3/6. James Bond Autogyro, 5/- 


The BIG ONES 1: 32 scale from REVELL: Curtiss P40E, 
Your model specialist Spitfire Mk. 1 and ME109 at 14/3. 


F111C (Australian) 1: 72, 12/8. 


as aaa Sa Se Sse 


Phantom F4K (British markings), 8/8. JU88, 1: 72, 8/8. 
lia Newland Street New from Monogram: ME110E-1, 1: 72, 13/9. 
Humbroi Camouflage Paints No. 1 to No. 12 at 9/6. 
KETTERING Metalskin matt and gloss, 4/- per sheet 
Swan Morton craft knives, 2/6; spare blades 5d. each. 
Northants England Mecpac, the craftsman’s cement, 1/6 and 2/6. 


K’s Miniature Drill 12 volt D.C. will accept Spirec drills No. 55 
to 75. Complete with No. 65 drill, 32/6 each. 
* New Revell Catalogue, 1/6 and 6d. p. & p. 
For those of you who cannot visit our premises a postal service is always available. All orders will receive our 
prompt and personal attention. Postal rates: Up to 10s., 1/-; £1.2.0, 2/-; £2.5.0, 6/-, over £5 post free 
a 
Aa SS st 55ST TS ST STS THO TS STS STO LSTS STS SIESTA STO TSTSETSIES 
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The 66,000-ton “France” is the longest liner in the 


world, carries 2,000 passengers and a crew of 1,000. 
JUS I LI KE Launched in 1962, it cost almost £30,000,000 to build. 
This superb 1/600 scale model will make a wonderful 


I He E companion to the Airfix “Queen Elizabeth” and 


“Canberra” 148-part kit — only 11/6. 


REAI TH j Ni G I There are over 250 Airfix Kits covering 19 different 
a 


series. And at 2/6 to 19/6 you can well afford to 


make all your models just /ike the real thing! 





STOP PRESS 


eae 


of the most 


successful. This 
latest Airfix Kit 
has 40 parts and 
cost only 2/6. 


° 
J ’ +A ea +h / All that’s new in modellin 
g 
ust like e fe / WN"G AIRFIX MAGAZINE 2/- MONTHLY 
From model and hobby shops, toy shops and F. W. Woolworth ASK FOR THE AIRFIX KIT CATALOGUE 
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Printed by Blackfriars Press Ltd., Smith-Dorrien Road, Leicester, England 





(Bo) YOUR INTERNATIONAL 
y MODEL MAIL ORDER HOUSE 


Suppliers to the British and Overseas Governments 


NEW HAWK 4/72 4/- Made by L & S: R.14 Ki- Made by Hasegawa : R.28 Vv K 
Messerschmitt Bf 109G 109 1/72 24/11; R.15 Ki- Zero Float Plane Pete 
Wildcat FaF 67 Navy Torpedo Bomber 1/75 4/11; R.29 Mig 21 
Spitfire Mk 22 1/72 24/11; R16 Army Fishbed 1/72 12/11. 
Zero A6M5 Heavy Bomber (Peaay) 
1/75 24/11; R.17 Judy Dive Made by Marusan 1/48 
NEW FROG 1/72 3/7 Bomber 1/75 4/11; R.18 8/11 each: R.36 Jake 
Lockheed P38 J or L Oscar MI ; Float Plane; R.37 Dinah This is the equipment from 


Lightning. : hee Woe §eo Tl the Japanese remote 1/35 


REPLICA DECAL Rt. : F Gael ; 

Sorry, will not be ready R.19 Oscar Mk. 1 1/75 Made by Nichimo 1/48: ONLY control tanks, now available 17/6 

until February. 4/M1; nips Zero Mk. 21 p51p Mustang 12/11; 23 6 as a separate item with ONLY 
75 4/11; ~ R21 Rufe ng i : : 

R.1 Zuiun 1/78 4/11; Braj’ —/Mitsuibisnt 57 AGMs. full instructions. 


R.2 Float Plane 1/75 4/11; . 
Avenger 1/78 4/11: RS R22 Zero Mk. 52 1/75 Reine a ee ana 
RS 


Helldiver 1/78 4/11; 4/11. (De-luxe in clear plastic) The full range of remote control functions are 


Wildcat. 1/72_ 4/11; Made by Tamiya: 1/72 : ; 
Saiun Myrt 1/72 4/11; R16 R.25 Navy Fighter Raiden 19/11- Left track forward. Both tracks forward 
Both tracks reverse. 


Shiun 1/72 4/11; R.7 Buf- (Jack) 4/11; R.27 Shin- Made by Nichimo 1/32 heft track-revarse. 

falo 1/72 4/11; R.8 Goshi- den 1/72 4/11. de-luxe kits: R.42_ Navy = 

kisen 1/78 4/11; _R.9 (ack) 40, es Army Riohter: zero pared Ras Left fwd.; right rev. Right track forward 
Zerosen 1/78 4/11; R. ighter Shoki 4/11; R.27 Navy Fighter Shinden-kai m at cae es 
Dauntless 1/72 4/11. Shinden 1/72 4/11. 23/9. Left rev.; right fwd. Right track reverse 


UY 


AUTHENTIC 
COLOURS for 
AFVs 


Last month's review gave 
the following as suitable 
for A.F.V's: U3 Olive Drab 
for US and British tanks, 
F7 Dark Grey for German 
tanks, J1 Japanese Jungle 
Green for Japanese tanks, 
L4 Sand-yellow, U6 Pink 
sand for desert vehicles 
of LRDG and SAS. 

2/- per tin. 
The full range is given 

on page 237 


THE JAGD PANTHER Six New Aircraft 


1/72 i 4/11 
1/25 GERMAN ARMY 46 TON 1/72 Curtiss PGA 4/11 


MEDIUM TANK 1/72 Reppu 4/11 
Complete with 8 function remote Revell POST & PACKING 
control equipment. JU88 (1/72) 8/8 Up to 10/-, 1/-; 


ti / Up to £1, 2/-; 
The most advanced kit yet seen in this eee oO oe) aa Up to £2, 2/-; 


country, precision scale, beautifully made Monogram 1/32 scale up i Peters 
with “concrete” finish plastic. Me 110 14/9 Over £5 post’ 


The price: £5 19s 11d 


1/32 U.S Army Ordnance Truck 


THE ABBOT om =e 
NEW TAMIYA 
IS BACK Ve 


HONDA S 800 SPORTS CAR 


1/35 scale by L & S. to go with the other 1/12 scale 
The Abbot British 105 mm. K's. A really wonderful kit DUE ANY 


self-propelled gun. 29/11 £4 10s DAY 





01-542 7707 327-329 HAYDONS ROAD, WIMBLEDON, LONDON, SW19 LIB 7707 








